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Dear XI. C o p p s ,  
I hope t h i s  l e c t e r  f i n d s  you i n  sood h e a l t h  and good s p i r i t s .  
T h i s  l e t t e r  and 6 i>a,Ke r e p o r t i p a p e r  t i t l e d  S A V I M G  A I R  X'AVES 

T E L Z V I S I O M  a r e  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  d e a t h  of  a i r  waves t e l e -  
v i s i o n  ("free T . V . " )  and  t h e r e b y  p r e v e n t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e a t h  of  
D e n o c r a c y .  Air waves t e l e v i s i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  r e f -  
e r e n c e  x i t h  -L'hich t o  compare  c a b l e  T . V .  a n d  t e n d s  t o  k e e p  c a b l e  T . V .  
h o n e s t .  A i r  waves T . V .  r e a c h e s  o u t  t o  a 1 1  and p r o v i d e s  t h e  same 
s i ~ n a ?  t o  2 a c h  and e v e r y  o n e .  The l a w s  of n a t u r e  e n s u r e  s u c h  u n i -  
f o r m i t y  of s i . s n a l .  Though c a b l e  T . V .  may a l s o  p r o v i d e  t h e  s a m e  
s i g n a l  t o  e v e r y  s u b s c r i b e r - t o - c a b l e ,  i t  i s  n o t  bound by n a t u r e  t o  
d o  s o .  T h e  c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r  d o e s  n o t  o w  t h e  c a b l e  a n d  h a s  n o  c o n -  
t r o l  ove: what  couies o v e r  i t .  Y i t h  h i g h  speed  d i g i t a l  c o m p u t e r s  
and d i s i t a i  T . V .  a n d  w i t , h  t h e  c o n t r o l  of s jh ich  c a b l e  s i g n a l s  a r e  
d i r e c t i i  t o  which  c i t i z e n s '  homes,  i t  i s  ~ o s s i b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  
c o m n u n i c a t c  t o  l a r z e  s r o u p s  o f  c i t i z e n s .  This c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  power,  
c o n c e n ; r a t e d  in t h e  h a n d s  o f  one  o r  a few,  K i t h  no a i r  Eaves  T . V .  
i n  ex is" i ; .nce  t o  k e e p  i t  h o n e s t ,  n a y  l e a d  t o  t h e  dernise o f  o u r  
Dei, iocracy. P l e a s e  do  n o t  l e t  :hen f u r t h e r  e n d a n 5 e r  o u r  forrn of 
g o v e r n n e n t .  The e n c l o s e d  p a p e r  o u t l i n e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  some d e t a i l  
and p r o v i d e s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  i'i. 

I t h a n k  you h e r e  f o r  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  you g i v e  t h e s e  mat te rs .  
Thank y o u .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

CC:files, et a l .  
t n c . :  S A V I ' J G  A I R  YAVES T E L E V I S I O N  - a r e p o r t  - s i x  (6) p a s e s  - 



SAVING AIR-UAVES TELEVISLOM 

The f o l l o w i n s  s t o r y  came t o  m e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  b e i n 5  t r u e .  I w i l l  
r e p r o d u c e  t h e  ,;ist o f  i t  h e r e ,  b u t ,  e v e n  thoug'n I want  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  
t o  b e  t r u e ,  it m i g h t  n o t  b e .  

e n t i s t  The s t o r y  i s  of  a d e n t i s t .  I w i l l  c a l l  him J o e .  He had a s u c -  
c e s s f u l  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  a town i n  t h e  U . S . A .  a n d ,  though t h e  com- 
u n i t y  was a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  t h a n  h e  c o u l d  c o m f o r t a b l y  h a n d l e ,  h e  d r o v e  
h i m s e l f  a n d  m e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  

T n e n ,  a l o n g  came a n o t h e r  d e n t i s t  who opened  a n  o f f i c e  and began  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  same t o w n .  T w i l l  c a l l  him A l b e r t .  
A s  J o e  p a s s e d  b y  A l b e r t ' s  f rom t ime t o  t i n e ,  h e  n o t i c e d  t h e r e  was s e l -  
dom a n  a u t o m o b i l e  i n  A l b e r t ' s  p a r k i n g  l o t , a . n d  t h e  l o t  was n e v e r  s e e n  
t o  be f u l l .  Xeeks e l a p s e d  and J o e  n o t i c e d  A l b e r t  had a gloomy mood 
when e v e r  h e  s a w  him on t h e  s t r e e t .  E v e n t u a l l y  J o e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
A l b e r t  was n o t  g e t t i n g  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  d e n t a l  x o r k  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them 
b o t h  a n d  t h a t  i f  some a c r i o n  was n o t  t a k e n ,  t h e  o t h e r  would f a i l  
b u s i n e s s - w i s e  i n  h i s  new p r a c t i c e .  

w h i s k e y  j u s t  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  some p a t i e n t s .  He d i d  t h i s  even t h o u g h  he 
d i d  not. d r i n k .  I t  was n o t  l o n g  u n t i l  h e  n o t i c e d  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
number of p a t i e n t s  h e  was s e r v i n g  a n d ,  when h e  passed  by A l b e r t ' s ,  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  t h e r e  &as n e v e r  empty and some t imes f u l l .  The p a t i e n t  
d i s p e r s a l  had  r e a c h e d  a f a i r  e x t e n t  and J o e  s t o p p e d  tihe p r a c t i c e  of 
t h e  w h i s k e y - r i n s e .  T h e r e  was e n o u g h  b u s i n e s s  f o r  b o t h  7 f  them. 

u l a t e d  b y  law.  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  some of  u s  do when w e  s e e  
i t  s h o u l d  be d o n e .  I ain g e n e r a l l y  n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t r i c k e r y  b u t  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  I c a n  e a s i l y  f o r g i v e  .Joe. H e r e  i s  one  m o r e :  

S o ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  J o e  b e g a n  r i n s i n g  h i s  own mouth o u t  w i t h  

- i h L s  i s  some o f  :he human s i d e  of  sma l l  b u s i n e s s .  I t  i s  n o t  r e p -  

:on- 1 was i n  C o l o r a d o  workin ,<  a s  a n  e l e c t r o n i c s  t e c h n i c i a n  when I 
;true- ? o t  a c a s e  o f  t h e  c l o o n i e s  m y s e l f .  1 b e g a n  t o  d o u b t  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  
Lion  and needed some h z l p f u l  words.;  One d a y ,  w h i l e  i n  t h i s  mood and s e e k -  

Lng a n  e n c o u r a s i n s  w o r d ,  I a s k e d  a c o w o r k e r  i f  h e  c o u l d  t h i n k  of  a 
t r u e  ta1-e of  a n  i n s t a n c e  where  some o n e  i n  b u s i n e s s  w e n t  o u t  o f  h i s  
way to he?.? t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  e v e n  i f  i t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  h e l p .  I 
f u r t h e r  a s k e d  t h a t  h e  n o t  m e n t i o n  a n y  names s o  t h a t  no  one would be 
e m b a r r a s s e d  and  s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  S i v e  me o r  
a n o t h e r  s o n e  a d v a n t a 3 e .  

in c o n s t r u c E i o n  and  l a n d s c a p i n s .  A slunp i n  t h e  economy t h a t  l a s t e d  
a w h i l e  had 3 d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on  h i s  b u s i n e s s  and h e  fell on h a r d  
t i m e s .  X n o t h e r ,  a l a r g e  cowpany w o r k i n 3  i n  t h a t  same f i e l d  and in 
t h a t  same K e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  h e a r d  of t h e  g u y ' s  p l i g h t  a n d ,  o u t  of  the  
b l u e ,  o f f e r e d  him a s u b c o n t r a c t  ( w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have  t o  d.o as they  
c o u l d  h a v e  e a s i l y  e x p a n d e d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  w o r k ) .  He 
r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  and t h e  n e x t  d a y  went  t o  t h e  work s i t e  t o  s i z e  up t h e  
job. I t  was r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  He found t h e  b a c k  h o e  and o t h e r  
e q u i p m e n t  t h e r e  a l l  s a s s e d  up and r e a d y  f o r  h im.  I-le s e t  h i m s e l f  a t  
once  t o  t h e  t a s k  and d i d  it w e l l  and i n  s h o r t  o r d e r .  

w a t e r  u n t i l  he  a s a i n  had s t e a d y  work .  co; :he b i g  company i t  w a s  j u s t  
a d r o p  i n  t h e  b u c k e t  . . .  f o r  him i t  ment  s u r v i v a l .  

s t o r y  i s  t r u e .  Fie Gjas f r e e  t o  t e l l  t h e  truth. , q l s o ,  1 know i t  L O  be 
t r u e  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  a c o a r s e  k i n d  of  guy who i n d u l g e s  h i m s e l f  i n  b e i n g  
a r o b u s t  t r u t h  t e l l e r ,  e v e n  i f  some t i m e s  he h u r t s  t h e  f e e l i n g s  of 
o t h e r s  p r e s e n t .  T h a v e  n o t  communicated w i t h  him s i n c e  a b o u t  1 9 8 3 ,  

lie t o l d  m e  o f  n man who had  a staal.? c o n t r a c t i n ?  b u s i n e s s  working 

F i n a n c i a l l y  h e  had won on  t h a t  j o b  and t h a t  k e p t  his head above  

P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way I s t r u c t u r e d  c h e  r e q u e s t ,  I a n  s u r e  t h i s  
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some t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  h a s  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  h e  r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y .  

some i n  b u s i n e s s  I i n v i t e  you t o  r e f l e c t  on y o u r  own r e a d i n g s  f o r  
some. The X e a d e r ' s  D i g e s t  i s  f u l l  o f  some l i k e  t h e s e  ( t h o u R h  many 
a r e  o n b e l i e v a b l e ) .  D a l e  C a r n e g i e ' s  book How t o  Win F r i e n d s  and 
I n f l u e n c e  F'eople i s  f u l l  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  h e  hnd and some of t h e  s t o r y s  
were  much l i k e  t h e s e  t w o .  I w a n t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I am n o t  t h e  o n l y  
p e r s o n  who h a s  b e e n  l i b e r a l  i n  s u c h  b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r s .  I also want t o  
t e l l  o f  them h e r e  s o  t h a t  you do  not b e c o n e  d i s c o u r a g e d .  

The human s i d e  of  b u s i n e s s  n e v e r  seems t o  t a k e  p l a c e  when g i a n t  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o n l y  h e s r t l e s s  
men and women c l i m b  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  c o r p o r a t e  l a d d e r s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  l a w  
f i x i n 5  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t  s u c h  s i d e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
e f f o r t s / p r a c t i c e s .  Even i f  t h e  a c t i o n  would p r e v e n t  e n v i r o u n m e n t a l  
damage o r  a t e n d e n c y  f o r  Democracy t o  e r o d e ,  t h e  law d o e s  n o t  perrnit 
much c o r p o r a t e  e x c u r s i o n .  

To s a y  t h e r e  i s  a b a t . t l e  ( c o m p e t i t i o n )  b e t w e e n  c a b l e  T . V .  and 
a i r - w a v e s  T . V .  ; ? c h e r  T.V.) by r e f e r i n g  t o  i t  a s  c a b l e  T . V .  v e r s u s  
f r e e  T . V .  i s  m i s l e a d i n 5  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  of  p a r a . l l e l i s m  i n  t h e  t e r m s .  
The word c a b l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  medium of  t r a n s n i s s i o n .  S o ,  t o  p r o p e r l y  
comparn Lt. t o  che o t h e r  seyment  of  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  i n d u s t r y  o n e  s h o u l d  
n o t  u s e  t h e  t e r m  f r e e  T . V .  b u r ,  r a t h e r ,  a i r  waves T . V .  o r  e t h e r  T . V .  a n d  
I w i l l  u s e  t h e  p r o p e r  t e r m s  h e r e i n .  

C a b l e  T . V .  h a s  two s o u r c e s  of  i n c o n e ,  c a b l e  c u s t o m e r s / s u b s c r i b e r s  
and a d v e r t i s e r s .  Ai r  waves T . V .  h a s  o n l y  o n e  s o u r c e  of  i n c o m e ,  a d v e r -  
t i s e r s .  11s c o s t s  h a v e  r i s e n  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  whole  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  h a s  been 
e a s i e r  f o r  c a b l e ,  w i t h  i t ' s  two s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o r n e , r o  keep  up and meet 
e x p e n s e s .  .A m a j o r  f a c t o r  a d v e r t i s \ ? r s  c o n s i d e r  i s  t h e  number of p e r s o n s  
t h e  medium w d . i l  r e a c h .  4s c a b l e  T . V .  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i t ' s  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
a i r  waves T . V .  h a s  l o s t  v i e w e r s .  S i n c e  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r s  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  
t o  pay q u i t e  s o  much f o r  a i r  waves T . V . ,  a i r  waves T . V .  h a s  h a d ,  t o  
meet  e x s e n s e s ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number o f  a d s  i t  shows p e r  h o u r .  T h i s ,  
i n  t u r n ,  d e g r a d e s  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h a t  l eads  t o  s t i l l  f e w e r  v i e w e r s  and 
i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  ai-< waves T . V .  w i l l  become e x t i n c t  
( d i e ) .  i t  h a ~ s  been e s t i m a t e d  t h a E  a i r  waves T . V .  w i l l  d i e  w i t h i n  
' i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s .  

T . V .  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  as c o m p e t i t i o n .  Y i t h  o u t  t h e  c o n p e t i t i o n  Cable  
T . V .  c a n  d e g r a d e  i n  a n y  oE s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s .  V i t h  a g r e a t e r  p a r t i a l  
o r  t o t a l  monopoly i t  c a n  c h a r g e  e x c e s s i v e l ~ ,  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  t h e  m o r a l  
s c o p e  oE i t ' s  programs ( w h i c h  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  w e l l  r e g u l a t e d )  and  more .  
3 u t  t h e r e  i s  a more s e r i o u s  h a z a r d  i n  s t o r e  f o r  America ( U . S . A . )  if 
a l l  T . V .  = o e s  u n d e r g r o u n d  ( ; o  c a b l e  T . V . ) .  'de w i l l  t e n d  t o  l o s e  o u r  
9 e m o c r a c y .  You s e e ,  t o  exe:.cisc? good j u d g e m e n t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  must 
b e  we l l  i n f o r m e d .  U i t h  o u t  a i r  waves T . V .  a s  a c o r r e c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e ,  
c a b l e  T . V .  c a n  m i s l e a d .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  s o u r c e s  t h a t  o f f e r  a v a r i e t y  
o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  ( a  v a r i e t y  of  p o i i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s )  c a n  

e v a l u a t e  c o n t r a s t i n g  p o i n t s  of v i e w .  With  o u t  a i r  waves T . V .  o u r  v o t e s ,  
f o r  exa1.iiple, w i l l  n o t  be as  f i n e  t u n e d  as  t h e y  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  he .  
C a b l e  'T.TJ.  r e a l i s e s  what  a win i t  w i l l  h a v e  ar.d w i l l  want  t h e  e x t r a  
p o w e r .  They w i l l  no d o u b t  s a y  "Ye w i l l  p r e s e n t  a l t e r a a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n s . "  Lt i s  l i k e  t h e  a c c o u n z a n t / b o o k k e G p e r  who g o e s  t o  t h e  C E O  
o r  owner of t h e  cor8TLpany a n d  s a y s ,  " I f  you w i l l  a u t h o r i z e  u s .  t o  s t o p  
k e e p i n 5  t b e  books  in s u c h  a~ d e t a i l e d  f a s h i o n  as  we h a v e ,  w e  c o u l d  
do  o t h e r  t h i n g s  and < e t  a l o t  more work d o n e  a r o u n d  h e r e .  You c a n  
+ . n ' s t  u s .  

Tf n e i t h e r  of  t h e s e  s t o r y s  c o n v i n c e  you oE t h e  good a c t i o n s  of  

C a b l e  T . V .  w i l l  be t h e  b i K  w i n n e r  i f  a i r  waves T . V .  d i e s .  C a b l e  

xe, the c i t i z e n s ,  t r u l y  g a i n  insights and can p r o p e r l y  conlpare and  

The h o o k s  h a v e  a l w a y s  b a l l a n c e d . "  i f  t h e  CEO/owner s a y s  
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: u r t i s  
< a t h e s  

Yes." t h e r e  g o e s  t h e  a u d i t  t r a i l .  And t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  r e c o v e r y  
when t h i n g s  go wrong.  

S o ,  c a b l e  T . V .  i s  w i n n i n s  o v e r  a i r  waves T . V . .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s e l y  
t r u e  t h a t  when e v e r  some one k i l l s  a n o t h e r  f o r  g a i n .  t o  f i n d  a good 
l e a d  t o  t h e  k i l l e r ,  a l l  one  n e e d  do  i s  f i n d  o u t  who w i l l  b e n e f i t  from 
t h e  d e a t h .  F o r  e x a m f i l e ,  i f  a n  o l d  l a d y  i s  f o u n d  d ~ a d  w i t h  a k n i f e  
s t ick :nq  o u t  o f  h e r  b a c k ,  w e  s h o u l d  t a k a  a l o o k  a t  h e r  w i l l .  This 
makes s e n s e  t o  most  of  u s .  The k i l l e r  n i g h t  n o t  be amon,? t h e  h e i r s  
b u t  i t  i s  a good s o u r c e  of  l e a d s  ( t h e y  h a v e  m o t i v e ) .  S o ,  t h o u g h  i t  
_ ~ i > , h t  n o t  b e  c a b l e  T.V.'s f a u l t  f o r  t h e  d e m i s e  of  a i r  waves T . V . ,  i f  
t h e r e  i s  some t h i n g  t h a t  p o i n t s  t o  c a b l e  T . V .  t h a t  shows a i r  waves T . V .  
b e i n g  h u r r i e d  a l o n g  t o w a r d  i t ' s  d e a t h ,  s h o u l d  w e  n o t  become a w a r e  of  
i t  ? I h a v e  t h r e e  p i e c e s  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  you t h a t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
some e n t i t y  ( c o u l d  i t  b e  c a b l e  T . V .  ? )  i s  t r y i n g  t o  p u s h  a i r  waves 
T.V..to i t ' s  d e a t h .  

r e c e i v e r .  I t  was on  s a l e  a t  'XHart l o c a l l y  h e r e  i n  C a m b r i d g e ,  Ohio  
( s e e  a t t a c h e d  a d ) .  I had b e e n  w a t c h i n g  a i r  waves T . V . ,  e i t h e r  of  two 
s t a t i o n s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  me h e r e ;  N8C and TRS w i t h  b o t h  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  
UEF. T was u s i n g  a n  o l d  b l a c k  and  w h i t e  s e t  t h a t  was on  i t ' s  l a s t  l e g s .  
I w a s  l o o k i n g  for-aard t o  s e e i n g  c o l o r  T . V .  a f t e r  s o  many y e a r s  of  b l a c k  
and w h i t e .  

T h e  new c o l o r  r e c e i v e r  h a s  a r e d  l i s h t  on  t h e  f r o n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
p - r i n t e d  l e s e n d  I O X E R .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a n  LED ( l i g h t  e m i t t i n g  d i o d e ) .  
I t h o u g h r  i t   as a p i l o t  l i t h t .  The T . V .  was i n t e r m i t t a n t  w i t h  t h e  
p i c t u r e  and  sound c o m i n s  on and  o f f  w i t h  a p o p i n g  s o u n d .  The r a s t e r  
a l s o  was g o i n g  on and o f f .  I was h o p i n s  i t  w o u l d  s e c t l e  down and s t a y  
on a s  1 was t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i n e  and  l e a r n i n , ?  a b o u t  
how t o  c o n t r o l  i t .  I was a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  
p i c t u r e  and w a t c h  a show s o  i was n o t  s h o c k e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  w a s  
a l w a y s  on when t h e  p i c t u r e ,  sound ~ and r e s t e r  were  o f f  and a l w a y s  o f f  
when t h o s e  t h r e e  were  o n .  F u r t h e r ,  a t  t h e  t i e e  of  t h e  t r e n s i s t i o n  
a l o u d  p o p i n g  sound l i k e  a r e l a p  ( m e c h a n i c a l )  k i c k i n 5  o n  o r  o f f  was 
h e a r d .  Though I h a v e  come t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  I was s e e i n g  was 
n o t  a n  e l e c t r o n i c s  f a i l u r e  and t h a t  t h e  s e t  was d e s i , g n e d  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h a t  Kay,  I r e t z r n e d  t h e  s e t  t o  KXart  and g o t  a r e f u n d .  I u s e d  t h e  
r e f u n d  t o  buy a 1;'' c o l o r  Magnavox T . V .  f rom t h a t  W a r t .  

~I now b e l i e v e  t h a ~ t  C u r t i s  Mathes  d e s i g n e d  t h e  T . V .  s o  t h a t ,  i f  
t h e  s i g n a l  a t  t h e  i n p u t  j a c k ,  2s m e a s u r e d  p e r h a p s  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  d e t e c t o r ,  
was weak 01 v a r i a b l e  ( s i g n i f y i n g  a i r  waves c o n n e c t i o n )  t h e  T . V .  would 
d i s c o n n e c t  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  t u r n  o f f  t h e  p i c t u r e  and  t h e  r a s t e r .  T h i s  c a n  
e a s i l y  be done  by way of  a r e l a y  c o n t r o l .  The r e l a y  c o u l d  a l s o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  r e d  l i g h t  a s  s t a t e d .  One m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n  would p r e -  
v e n t  a v i e w e r  f rom w a t c h i n g  a s h o d d y  p i c t u r e  w i t h  bad sound due  t o  a 
weak o r  v a r i a b l e  s i g n a l  a n d  t h u s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  
o f  a C u r t i s  Mathes s e t ,  b u t  i t  c a n  also b e  t h o u g h t  of  as  " f u n n e l i n g "  
t h e  v i rwer iowner  away f rom a i r  a a v e s  T . V .  t o  c a b l e  T . V .  and on? wonders  
" D i d  c a b l e  T . V .  e n t e r  i n t o  some c o n t r a c t  wU.:h Cur t i s  Mathes t o  g e t  t h i s  
r e s c l t  d s s i < n i . i '  i n t o  t h e  .;et : The r e s u l t  f a v o r s  c a b l e  T.V. j u s t  as 
t h e  k n i f e  i n  t h e  hack  f a v o r s  t h e  h e i r s .  

1 3  

.*,bout a week a g o  I b o u g h t  a new 13" c o l o r  C u r t i s  K a t h e s  t e l e v i s i o n  

r_ %, 

T h e  Xagnavox came w i t h  o u t  any VHF o r  U R F ~ a n L e n n a e .  I h a d  E O  bay 
 those two a n t e n n a e s  s e p a r a t e l y  and d i d  s o .  The a d s  f o r  t h e  Yagnavox d i d  
not show a n y  a n t e n n a s  b u t  I assumed t h e y  would be i n  t h e  box w i t h  t h e  
T.V. j u s t  ?.s I a l w a y s  assume t h a t  ne% s h o e s  c o n e  w i t h  s h o e  s t r i n ~ a .  
S i n c e  t h e  Kagnavox s e t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  o n - o f f  r e l a y  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
C u r t i s  ) l a t h e s  d e s i g n ,  I was a b l e  t o  g e t  a s t e a d y  r a s t e r ,  f a i r  p i c t u r e ,  
a n d  c r a c k l i n g  s o u n d .  I have  o r d e r e d  a p l u s  2 0  d b  rf a n l p l i f i e r  t o  
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c o m p e n s a t e  and  improve  t h e  a u d i o .  I hope i t  w i l l  work w e l l  enough 
f o r  m e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w a t c h  a i r  waves T . V . .  In t h e  p a s t ,  T . V .  man- 
u f a c t u r e r s  e i t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e d  t h e i r  own a n t e n n a s  o r  Earned o u t  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e a n d  i n  t h i s  w a y t h e y  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  b o t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
per for rnance  and  t h e  e s t h e t i c s  of t he  a n t e n n a  d e s i 5 n .  
Nagnavox was u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  t o  g i v e  up m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a i r  waves a n t e n n a s .  
I t  seems i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a company would . ~ i v o  up c o n t r o l  of  t'-Ie d e s i g n  
of t h e  a n t e n n a s  w i t h  o u t  payment of  some k i n d .  

a U K F  hoop and  two s L r a i g h t  l e n g t h - a d j u s t a b l ?  VYP a n t e n n a s  for u s e  on 
t o p  of  t h e  T . V .  r e c e i v e r  o r  c l o s e  t o  i t .  The hoop l o o k s  s n a l l .  I 
compared i t  w i t h  t h e  UtlF hoop I h a v e  been  u s i n g  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e  T . V .  f a r  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s .  The new hoo:, i s  a b o u t  two ( 2 )  c e n t i -  
i n e t e r s  s h o r t e r  i n  d i a m e t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  h o o p .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one  optimum d i a m e t e r  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  u s e f u l  f o r  u s e  i n  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s p e c t r u m  of  f r e q u e n c i e s  u s e d  by UHF t r a n s m i t t e r s .  S o ,  
One of t h e s e  a n t e n n a s  i s  t h e  wrong s i z e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  newer one i s  
of t h e  wronz d i a m e t e r  and w i l l  p r e s e n t  a w e a k e r  s i g ~ a l  a t  t h e  T . V .  i n p u t  
j a c k .  I n  my c a s e  I c a n  e a s i l y  f a s h i o n  a f i n e  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  f r o m  an 
o l d  r . ie ta l  c o a t  h a n g e r .  ( ? ] . e a s e  do n o t  t e l l  t h e  c a b l e  c o n p a n y s  of  t h i s  
o r  t h e y  m i % h t  r u s h  o v e r  t o  t h e  c o a t  h a n s e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  and o f f e r  them 
a n  u n d e r h a n d e d  c o n t r a c t  and pay them i f  t h e y  m a n u f a c t u r e  c o a t  h a n g e r s  
t h a t  c a n n o t  be s o  m o d i f i e d . )  E u t  most  do n o t  know t h e y  c a n  make s u c h  
an  a n t e n n a  o r  how t o  do  SO and w i l l  j u s t  s i m p l y  a d o p t  c a b l e  T . V . .  
Xere a g a i n ,  t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  win  and o n e  wonders  i f  i t  i s  a l l  
m e r e l y  h a p p e n s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  d o .  S o ,  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  of  
" f u n n e l i n g "  and  p o s s i b l e  k n i f e - i n - t h e - b a c k  e v i d e n c e .  

One Gionders i f  

The a n t e n n a s  I b o u g h t  t o  u s e  w i t h  t h e  Magnavox T . V .  c o n s i s t  o f  

.1  The d e n t i s t  s t o r y  and c o n t r a c t o r  s t o r y  w e r e  p l a c e d  h e r e i n  s o  you 
? w i l l  n o t  becoiiie o v e r l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  t h e  m o t i v e s  and a c t i o n s  of  
your fellox man. Due t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  l a w  imposed  on  t h e  C E O s  of 
z i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h e y  c a n n o t  c r o s s  c e r t a i n  l i n e s  and a c t  l i k e  human 
b e i n g s  w i t h  h e a r t s .  (The c a s h  g i f t s  s e e n  on  T . V .  and g i v e n  t o  c h a r t y  
a r e  t a x  w r i t e  o f f s  f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s . )  S o ,  i f  g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
a r e  t o  behave  s e n s i b l y  toward  t h e  e n v i r o u n m e n t  and t h e  Democracy,  
governn1,?nt w i l l  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b r i n g  them t o  do i t .  And government  h a s  
o f t e n  done s u c h .  A good e x a m p l e :  t h e  s c r u b b e r s  r e q u i r e d  on c o a l  f i r e d  
e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s .  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  e s i s t s n c e  of  s u p e r f u n d s  f o r  
c l e a n i n g  up t o x i c  w a s t e  s i t e s .  I f  a i r  waves T . V .  i s  t o  b e  s a v e d ,  t h e  
government  w i l l  h a v e  to do i t .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  o n  
t h e i r  own,r;iodify t h e i r  ways of doine,  bu-' a i n e s s  so  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V . ,  
needed t o  m a i n t a i n  Democracy,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t .  I n s t e a d  of  t r y -  
i n g  j u s t .  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  s a v e  a i r  waves T . V . ,  t h e  c a b l e  companies  seem 
t o  be o p e r a t i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  ( a l b e i t  i n  a l e g a l  way) t o  h u r r y  t h e  
d e m i s s  of a i r  waves T.V. and s i n c e  t h e r e  l : i  none  t o  o p p o s e  them,  t h i s  
n i g h t  come t o  p a s s .  

Language a s  "a sum of money l e v i e d  u p o n  i n c o m e s ,  p r o p e r t y ,  s a l e s ,  
e t  c e t e r a ,  by a g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  i t s  s u p p o r t  o r  f o r  s p e c i f i c  f a c i l i t i e s  
or s e r v i c e s " .  "hen t h e  t a x  d o e s  n o t  e e r v e  t h e  g o v e r n n e n t  w e  c a n  
p r o p e r l y  r e f e r  t o  i t  a s  a f e e .  The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  
c h a r g e  t h e  c a b l e  c o m 7 a n i e s  a f e e .  T h e  f e e  c a n  be ba.sed on t h e  i.ncome 
t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  d e r i v e  f rom c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s .  Up t o  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t  
c o u l d  be c h a r g e d .  The aniount c o l l e c t e d  c o u l d ,  a f t e r  t h e  goverilnlcnt 
d e d u c t e d  i t ' s  c o s t  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  be d i s p e r s e d  t o  t h e  a i r  waves 
t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m s .  I d o  n o t  know t h e  6 o r n u l a  t h a t  would be j u s t  
s o  t h a t  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  vould b e  f a i r  a.nd s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T ,V.  would 
be p r e s e r v e d  and  s o  t h a t ,  

?, ;ax i s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  Random :-louse D i c ~ i o n a r y  of  t h e  E n q l i s h  

a s  a r e s u l t ,  Democrazy would be p r e s e r v e d .  



know. 
s o l u t i o n .  The 
e c l i p p e d  f r o m  

A n  a p o l i t i c a l  a c c o u n t a n t  (iE o n e  c a n  b e  f o u n d )  would 
) r e c i -  As s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  amole p r e c i d e n t  f o r  t h e  f e e  
j e n t  s c r u b b e r s  a r e  o n e .  I w i l l  i n c l i d e  a newspaper a r t i c  

t h e  Akron Beacon J o u n n a l  ( 1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 2  i s s u e )  and r e l a t i n s  t o - s o m e  
e x c e s s e s  of t e l e m a r k e t e r s  a s  a n o t h e r  p r o p o s a l  o f  a f e e  s o l u t i o n  t o  
a n o r h e r  p r o b l e m .  Such a f e e  would t e n d  t o  remove t h e  m o t i v e  o f  
c a b l e  T.V. t o  u n d e r m i n e  a i r  waves T . V .  and t h e y  m i g h t  a d j u s r  t h e i r  
s u b s c r i b e r  r a t e s  t o  n o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  a.nd f a i r l y  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  c o s t s .  
The t r u e  c o s t  of c a b l e  o p e r a t i o n s  . . .  Democracy d e s t r o y i n g  e f f o r t s  
and e f f e c t s  i n c l u d e d ,  s h o u l d  be b o r n e  by t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s ,  t h e  c a b l e  
c o m p a n i e s .  The c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  " p o l u t e  Democracy" t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
c h a r g e d  a f e e  t o " c 1 e a n  i t  up".  

2 f f e c t s  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n ,  t h e  f e e  s o l u t i o n ,  c o u l d  h a v e  a b e n e f i c i a l  
e f f e c t  on 211 t e l e v i s i o n  a d v e r t i s i n g .  I t  c o u l d  a l s o  h z v e  a p o s i t i v e  

t o  l e v e l  ' ihr p l a y i n g  f i e l d .  Both a i r  waves T . V .  and c a b l e  T . V .  c a n  
make a p r o f i t .  I n  t i m e ,  i t  i s  hopped a h a p p y  b a l a n c e  c a n  b e  a r r i v e d  
a t .  I f  a i r  waves T . V .  grows by g a i n i n g  v i e w e r s  f rom c a b l e  T . V .  t h e n  
a i r  waves T.V. w i l l  r e c e i v e  l e s s  f rom c a b l e  T . V .  and c u t - t h r o a t  
c o m p e t i t i o n  would t e n d  t o  be removed a s  a n o d e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f a r  the  
i n d u s t r y .  In summary, t h e r e  would be t h e  o f f - s e t t i n 5  f o r c e  ( t h e  f e e  
s o l u t i o n ) , w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n  p l a c e  y e t ,  t h a t  would p r o v i d e  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of i n c o m e .  

e i L c - i  c r ,,_ on t h e  q u a l l t y  of  p r o g r a n r n i n q .  The p r o p o s e d  s o l u t i o n  wi l l  tend  

- ; e t t i n g  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  of  p o l i t i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  g e t t i n g  t h i s  
t h e  f i x  p r o p o s a l  i n s t a l l e d .  No m a t t e r  what  s p e c i f i c  form o r  w o r d i n g  t h i s  
gdopted  p r o p o s a l  t a k e s ,  i t  i s  s u r e  t o  b e  o p p o s e d  by t h e  c a b l e  c o n p a n i e s .  I 

do b e l i e v e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  c a n n o t  b e  i m p l i m e n t e d  by t h e  F C C  a l o n e  b u t  
t h e  c h a i r n a n  o f  t h e  FCC i s  s u r e  t o  be l i s t e n e d  t o  more c l o s e l y  t h a n  
n y s e l f  w i t h  no d e g r e e  i n  1 2 w  and no power o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  of  c i t i z e n -  
s h i p .  But a l e t t e r  o r  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  f rom t h e  c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  FCC 
would s u r e l y  h a v e  a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on t h o s e  who c a n  make t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
i n t o  l a w .  Does n o t  t h e  7 C C  c h a r t e r ,  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Conpress, s u , g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  FCC would be p r o 2 e r i l y  o p e r a t i n , :  i f  i t  
t e n d e d  t o  b e  o r i e n t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e i n  ? 
? l e a s e  send  me a l i s t  of  names and a d d r e s s e s  of  p e i s o n s  I c o u l d  :;end 
n co?y o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  ro s o  t h a t  t he  m e a s u r e  s t a t e d  c o u l d  h a v e  a 
b e t t e r  c h a n c e  of b e i n g  a p p l i e d .  ? l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  make c o p i e s  of 
t h i s  l e t t e r - r e p o r t  and s e n d  them t o  whom e v e r  you w i s h  t.0 a d v a n c e  
t h e  p r o p o s a l .  

t h i s  m a t t e r .  Thank y o u .  
i " i l l  t h a n k  you i n  a d v a n c e  h e r e  f o r  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  you g i v e  - ,  i n a n k s .  

&.rk C .  F l e n i n i ;  b . a .  J 
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- > >  K r .  J o n a t h a n  A d e l s t e i n ;  L s ( , ( ,  Cor,inij.ssioner 
1919 K S t r e e t :  NY 
X a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 2 0 5 5 4  

Dear K r .  A d c l s t c ? i n ,  
i h o p e  t h i s  l e t t e r  f i n d s  you i n  good h e a l t h  and sood s p i r i t s .  
T h i s  l e t t e r  and 6 page  r e p o r t / p a p e r  t i t l e d  SAVIPlG AI2 'nTAVES 

TELEVISION a r e  an a t t e m p t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a i r  waves t e l e -  
v i s i o n  ( " f r e e  T . V . " )  and  t h e r e b y  p r e v e n t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e a t h  of  
Democracy. Air waves t n l e v i s i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  as  an  e s s e n t i a l  r e f -  
e r e n c e  x i t h  - , lhich t o  compare  c a b l e  T . V .  and t e n d s  t o  k e e p  c a b l e  T . V .  
h o n e s t .  Ai.r waves T . V .  reaches o u t  t o  a l l  and p r o v i d e s  t h e  same 
s i ~ n a l  t o  e a c h  and e v e r y  o n e .  The l a w s  of  n a t u r e  e n s u r e  s u c h  u n i -  
f o r i n i t y  o f  s i . & n a l .  Though c a b l e  T . V .  may  a l s o  p r o v i d e  t h e  sariie 
s i , % n a l  t o  e v e r y  s u b s c r i b e r - t o - c a b l e ,  i t  i s  n o t  bound by n a t u r e  t o  
d o  s o .  The c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r  d o e s  n o t  own t h e  c a b l e  and h a s  no c o n -  
t r o l  o v e r  G h a t  comes o v e r  i t .  Y i t h  h i g h  speed d i s i t a l  c o m p u t e r s  
and l i , $ i t a l  T . V .  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r o l  of E h i c h  c a b l e  s i g n a l s  a r e  
d i r e c t e d  t o  w h i c h  c i t i z e n s '  homes ,  i t  i s  ; r o s s i b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  
c o m n u n i c a t e  t o  l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  c i t i z e n s .  This c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  power,  
c o n c e n E r a t e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of  o n e  o r  a f e u ,  I i t h  no a i r  waves T . V .  
i n  e x i s t - n c e  t o  k e e p  i t  h o n e s t ,  m a y  l e a d  t o  the d e m i s e  of  o u r  
Democracy. P l e a s e  do  n o t  l e t  them f u r t h e r  endanp,er  o u r  form o f  
g o v e r n m e n t .  The e n c l o s e d  pa.per o u t l i n e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  some d e t a i l  
and p r o v i d e s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  il;. 

I t h a n k  you h e r e  f o r  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  you g i v e  t h e s e  mat te rs .  
Thank y o u .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Zpd 7/&&fy 
Mark C .  S l e r ? i n g  b . a . .  v 

C C : f i l e s ,  e t  al. 
c n c . :  SAV1:JG A I R  VAVES TELEVISION - a r e p o r t  - s i x  (6) p a q e s  - 
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The f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  came t o  me r e p r e s e n t e d  as  h e i n s  t r u e .  I w i l l  
r e p r o d u c e  t h e  , i i s t  o f  i t  h e r e ,  b u r ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I want  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  
t o  h e  t r u e .  ic n i g h t  n o t  b e .  

i e n t i s t  The s t o r y  i s  of a d e n t i s t .  1 w i l l  c a l l  him J o e .  He had a s u c -  
c e s s f u l  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  a town i n  t h e  U . S . A .  a n d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  com- 
u n i t y  w a s  a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  t h a n  h e  c o u l d  c o m f o r t a b l y  h a n d l e ,  he d r o v e  
h i m s e l f  and m e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  

Then ,  a l o n g  came a n o t h e r  dentist who opened  a n  o f f i c e  and began 
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i.n t h e  lame t o x n .  i w i l l  c a l l  him A l b e r t .  
A s  J o e  p a s s e d  by A l b e r t ' s  f rom t ime t o  t i n e ,  h e  n o t i c e d  t h e r e  was se l -  
dom an a u t o n o b i l e  i n  A l b e r t ' s  p a r k i n g  l o t l a . n d  t h e  l o t  was n e v e r  s e e n  
t o  be f u l l .  Xeeks e l a p s e d  and J o e  n o t i c e d  A l b e r t  had a sloomy mood 
when e v e r  h e  saw h im on t h e  s t r e e t l .  E v e n t u a l l y  J o e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
A l b e r c  v a s  n o t  g e t t i n g  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  d e n t a l  work a v a i l a b l e  t o  them 
b o t h  and t h a t  i f  some a c t i o n  was n o t  t a k e n ,  t h e  o t h e r  would f a i l  
b u s i n e s s - w i s e  i n  h i s  new p r a c t i c e ,  

w h i s k e y  j u s t  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  some p a t i e n t s .  He d i d  t h i s  e v e n  t h o u g h  he 
d i d  n o t  d r i n k .  I t  was n o t  l o n g  u n t i l  h e  n o t i c e d  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
number of p a t i e n t s  h e  was s e r v i n g  a n d ,  when he p a s s e d  by A l b e r t ' s ,  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  t h e r e  was n e v e r  empty and some t i n e s  f u l l .  The p a t i e n t  
d i s p e r s a l  had  r e a c h e d  a f a i r  e x t e n t  and J o e  s t o p p e d  :he p r a c t i c e  of  
t h e  w h i s k e y - r i n s e .  T h e r e  was e.nough b u s i n e s s  f o r  b o t h  2f them. 

u l a t e d  by l a w .  I t  i s   one^ of  t h o s e  t h i n g s  some o f  u s  do  when w e  s e e  
i t  s h o u l d  h e  d o n e .  I am g e n e r a l l y  n o t  in f a v o r  of  t r i c k e r y  b u t  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  I c a n  e a s i l y  f o r g i v e  .Joe. H e r e  i s  one  more :  

S o ,  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  J o e  b e g a n  r i n s i n g  h i s  own mouth o u t  w i t h  

T h i s  i s  some of  ;he human s i d e  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s .  I t  i s  n o t  r e g -  

- o n -  I was i n  C o l o r a d o  w o r k i n g  a s  a n  e l e c t r o n i c s  t e c h n i c i a n  when I 
s t r u c -  s o t  a c a s e  o f  t h e  g l o o m i e s  m y s e l f .  'L b e g a n  t o  d o u b t  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  
Lion and needed some h ? l p f u l  words.:  One d a y ,  w h i l e  i n  t h i s  mood and s e e k -  

Lng a n  e n c o u r a g i n g  w o r d ,  T a s k e d  a c o w o r k e r  i f  he c o u l d  t h i n k  of  a 
t r u e  ta1.e of  an i n s t a n c e  where some o n e  i n  b u s i n e s s  went  o u t  of h i s  
wal7 ro he?:, t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  e v e n  i f  i t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  h e l p .  I 
f u r t h e r  a s k e d  t h a t  he n o t  m e n t i o n  a n y  names s o  t h a t  no  o n e  would he 
e m b a r r a s s e d  and s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  used  t o  g i v e  me or 
anothe:  soisle a d v a n t a g e .  

i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  l a n d s c a p i n g .  A s l u m p  i n  t h e  economy t h a t  l a s t e d  
a w h i l e  had a d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on h i s  b u s i n e s s  and he f e l l  on h a r d  
t i m e s .  A n o t h e r ,  a l a r 5 e  coiapany w o r k i n 5  i n  t h a t  same f i e l d  and i n  
t h a t  same c e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  h e a r d  of t h e  g u y ' s  p l i g h t  a n d ,  o u t  of  the 
b l u e ,  o f f e r e d  him a s u b c o n t r a c t  ( w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  d.o as they  
c o u l d  have  e a s i l y  expanded t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  w o r k ) .  He 
r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  a n d  r h e  n e x t  day w e n t  t o  the work s i t e  t o  s i z e  up t h e  
j o b .  i t  was r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  'de found t h e  b a c k  h o e  and o t h e r  
e q u i p m e n t  t h e r e  a l l  3 a s s e d  up and r e a d y  f o r  him.  I-Ie s e t  h i m s e l f  a t  
o n c e  t o  t h e  t a s k  and  d i d  i t  wel l  a n d  in s h o r t  o r d e r .  

w a t e r  u n t i l  h e  a s a i n  had s t e a d y  w o r k .  F o r  :he b i g  company i t  w a s  j u s t  
a d r o p  i n  t h e  b u c k e t  . " .  f o r  him i t  ment s u r v i v a l .  

story i s  cryue. He %as f r e e  t o  t . e l l  the  c r u t h .  B l s o ,  I know i t  t o  he 
:rue b e c a u s e  lie i s  a c o a r s e  k i n d  o f  s u y  who i n d u l g e s  h i m s e l f  i n  b e i n g  
a r o b u s t  : r u t h  t e l l e r ,  e v e n  i f  some t i m e s  h e  h u r t s  t h e  f e e l i i l g s  of 
o t h e r s  p r e s e n t .  T h a v e  n o t  communicated w i t h  h im s i n c e  a b o u t ~ l S 8 3 ,  

I;? t o l d  n e  o f  a man who had a s r u w l . ?  c o n t r a c t i n ?  b u s i n e s s  workin?  

' i n a n c i a 1 1 7  h e  had won on t h a t  j o b  and t h a t  k e p t  h i s  head a b o v e  

P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  cf t h e  way I s t r u c t u r e d  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  I an s u r e  t h i s  
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s o n e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  h a s  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  h e  r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y .  

some i n  b u s i n e s s  I i n v i t e  you t o  r e f l e c t  on y o u r  own r e a d i n g s  f o r  
some. The X e a d e r ' s  Digest  i s  f u l l  o f  some l i k e  t h e s e  ( t h o u q h  many 
a r e  u n b e l i e v a b l e ) .  Dale C a r n e s i e ' s  book Aow t o  " i n  F r i e n d s  and 
I n f l u e n c e  P e o p l e  i s  f u l l  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  he had and  some of  t h e  s t o r y s  
were n u c h  l i k e  t h e s e  two.  I want  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I a m  n o t  t h e  o n l y  
p e r s o n  who h a s  b e e n  l i b e r a l  i n  s u c h  b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r s .  I a l s o  & a n t  t o  
t e l l  of t h e m  h e r e  s o  t h a t  you do  n o t  b e c o n e  d i s c o u r a g e d .  

The human s i d e  o f  b u s i n e s s  n e v e r  seems t o  t a k e  p l a c e  when g i a n t  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o n l y  h e s r t l e s s  
men and women c l i m b  t o  t h e  t o p  of  c o r p o r a t e  i a d d e r s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  l a w  
f i x i n g  t h e  o b l i 3 a t i o n s  of  c o r p o r a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t  s u c h  s i d e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
e f f o r t s / p r a . c t i c e s .  Even i f  t h e  a c t i o n  would p r e v e n t  e n v i r o u n n e n t a l  
damage o r  a t e n d e n c y  f o r  Democracy t o  e r o d e ,  t h e  l a w  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  
much c o r p o r a t e  e x c u r s i o n .  

To s a y  t h e r e  i s  a b a t t l e  ( c o m p e t i t i o n )  b e t w e e n  c a b l e  T . V .  and 
a i r - w a v e s  T . V .  ( . ?cher  T . V . )  by r e f e r i n g  t o  i t  as  c a b l e  T . V .  v e r s u s  
f r e e  T.V. i s  m i s l e a d i n ?  due  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  p a r a l l e l i s m  i n  t h e  t e r n s .  
The word c a b l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  niediun o f  t r a n s n i s s i o n .  S o ,  t o  p r o p e r l y  
c o m p a r .  i t  t o  che o t h e r  s e g i n e n t  o f  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  i n d u s t r y  o n e  s h o u l d  
n o t  u s e  t h e  tern f r e e  T . V .  b u r ,  r a t h e r ,  a i r  waves T . V .  or e t h e r  T . V .  and 
I w i l l  u s e  t h e  p r o p e r  t e r m s  h e r e i n .  

C a b l e  T.V. h a s  two s o u r c e s  of  i n c o m e ,  c a b l e  c u s t o m e r s / s u b s c r i b e r s  
and a d v c r t i s e r s .  Air waves T . V .  h a s  o n l y  one  s o u r c e  of i n c o m e ,  a d v e r -  
t i s e r s .  h s  c o s t s  h a v e  r i s e n  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  w h o l e  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  
e a s i e r  for c a b l e ,  w i t h  i t ' s  two s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o r n e , t o  keep  up  and roeet 
e x p e n s e s .  -1 m a j o r  f a c t o r  a d v e r t i s , a r s  c o n s i d e r  i s  t h e  number of p e r s o n s  
t h e  medium w i . l l  r e a c h .  As c a b l e  T . V .  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i t ' s  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
a i r  waves T.V. h a s  l o s t  v i e w e r s .  S i n c e  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r s  a re  n o t  w i l l i n g  
t o  pay q u i t e  s o  much f o r  a i r  waves T.V., air waves T.V. h a s  h a d ,  t o  
meet  e x p e n s e s ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of a d s  i t  shows per  h o u r .  T h i s ,  
i n  t u r n ,  d e g r a d e s  t h f  p r o g r a m .  T h a t  l eads  t o  s t i l l  f e w e r  v i e w e r s  and 
i t  i s  e . x p e c t e d  t h a t ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  ai-( waves T.V. w i l l  becone  e x t i n c t  
( d i e ) .  I t  ha.s been  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V .  w i l l  d i e  w i t h i n  

1 E  n e i t h e r  of t h e s e  s t o r y s  c o n v i n c e  you o f  t h e  good a c t i o n s  o f  

r i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s .  
C a b l e  T . V .  w i l l  b e  t h e  b i s  w i n n e r  i f  a i r  waves T.V. d i e s .  C a b l e  

r a c y  i n  T . V .  w i l l  n o t  have  t h a t  a s  c o m p e t i t i o n .  Y i t h  o u t  t h e  c o n p e t i t i o n  Cable  
d a n g e r  T.V. c a n  d e s r a d e  i n  a n y  of  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s .  Y i t h  a g r e a t e r  p a r t i a l  

o r  t o t a l  monopoly i t  c a n  c h a r g e  e x c e s s i v e l y ,  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  t h e  m o r a l  
s c o p e  o f  i t ' s  p r o g r a m s  ( w h i c h  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  w e l l  r e g u l a t e d )  a.nd m o r e .  
3 u t  t h e r e  i s  a more s e r i o u s  h a z a r d  i n  s t o r e  f o r  America ( U . S . A . )  i f  
a l l  T . V .  g o e s  u n d e r g r o u n d  ( t o  c a b l e  T.V.). 'de w i l l  t e n d  to l o s e  o u r  
i )emocracy.  You s e e ,  t o  e x i . : c i ~ e  good j u d g e m e n t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  must  
be w e l l  i n f o r m e d .  X i t h  o u t  a i r  waves T . V .  a s  a c o r r e c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e ,  
c a b l e  T.V. c a n  m i s l e a d .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u s h  s o u r c e s  t h a t  o f f e r  a v a r i e t y  
of  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  ( a  v a r i e t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s )  c a n  
we, t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  t r u l y  g a i n  i n s i z h t s  and c a n  proper ly  compare and 
e v a l u a t e  c o n t r a s t i n g  p o i n t s  of  v i e w .  W i t h  o u t  air waves T.V. o u r  v o t e s ,  
f o r  example ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  as  f i n e  t u n e d  a s  t h e y  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  b e .  
C a b l e  T.V. r e a l i s e s  w h a t  a w i n  i t  w i l l  h a v e  and  w i l l  want  t he  e x t r a  
power .  They w i l l  no  d o u b t  s a y  "'ne w i l l  p r e s c n t  a l t e r a a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n s . "  I t  Is l i k e  t h e  a c c o u n t a n t / b o o k k e g p e r  who g o e s  t o  t h e  CEO 
o r  cwner  of t h e  company and s a y s ,  "If you w i l l  a u t h o r i z e  u s  t o  s t o p  
k e e p i n g  t b e  books i n  s u c h  a d e t a i l e d  f a s h i o n  as w e  h a v e ,  w e  c o u l d  
d o  o t h e r  t h i n g s  and g e t  a l o t  more work done a r o u n d  h e r e .  You c a n  
t .rI1st  u s .  The books h a v e  a l w a y s  b a l l a n c e d . "  i f  t h e  CEOiowner s a y s  
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"Yes." t h e r e  g o e s  t h e  a u d i t  t r a i l .  And t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  r e c o v e r y  
when t h i n g s  go wrong.  

S o ,  c a b l e  T . V .  i s  w i n n i n g  o v e r  a i r  waves T . V . .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s e l y  
t r u e  t h a t  when e v e r  some o n e  k i l l s  a n o t h e r  f o r  g a i n ,  t o  f i n d  a good 
l e a d  t o  t h e  k i l l e r ,  a l l  o n e  n e e d  do i s  f i n d  o u t  who w i l l  b e n e f i t  f rom 
t h e  d e a t h .  For e x a m p l e ,  i f  an o l d  l a d y  i s  found dzad  w i t h  a k n i f e  
sticlc:Ltiq o u t  of  h e r  b a c k ,  w e  s h o u l d  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  h e r  w i l l .  Th i s  
makes s e n s e  t o  most  o f  u s .  The k i l l e r  n i g h t  n o t  b e  among t h e  h e i r s  
b u t  i t  i s  a good s o u r c e  o f  l e a d s  ( t h e y  h a v e  m o t i v e ) .  S o ,  t h o u g h  i t  
: r i \ h t  n o t  b e  c a b l e  T . V . ' s  f a u l t  f o r  t h e  d e m i s e  of  a i r  waves T . V . ,  i f  
t h e r e  i s  some t h i n g  t h a t  p o i n t s  t o  c a b l e  T . V .  t h a t  shows a i r  waves T . V .  
b e i n g  h u r r i e d  a l o n g  t o w a r d  i t ' s  d e a t h ,  s h o u l d  w e  n o t  become a w a r e  o f  
i t  ? I h a v e  t h r e e  p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r n a t i o n  f o r  you t h a c  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
some e n t i t y  ( c o u l d  i t  b e  c a b l e  T . V .  ? )  i s  t r y i n g  t o  p u s h  a i r  waves 
T.V..to i t ' s  d e a t h .  

r e c e i v e r .  I t  was on  s a l e  a t  KNar t  l o c a l l y  h e r e  i n  C a m b r i d g e ,  Ohio  
( s e e  a t t a c h e d  a d ) .  I had b e e n  w a t c h i n g  a i r  waves T . V . ,  e i t h e r  of  two 
s t a t i o n s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  me h e r e ;  NBC and TRS w i t h  b o t h  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  
UHF. I was u s i n g  a n  o l d  b l a c k  and  w h i t e  s e t  t h a t  was on  i t ' s  l a s t  l eFs .  
I was l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  c o l o r  T . V .  a f t e r  s o  many y e a r s  o f  b l a c k  
and w h i t e .  

The new c o l o r  r e c e i v e r  h a s  a r e d  l i S h t  on  t h e  f r o n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
p r i n t e d  l e g e n d  POXER. I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a n  LED ( l i g h t  e m i t t i n g  d i o d e ) .  
I t h o u s h ~ t  i t  iras a p i l o t  l i L h t .  The T . V .  was i n t e r m i t t a n t  w i t h  t h e  
p t c t u r e  and sound coming on and  o f f  w i t h  a p o p i n g  s o u n d .  The r a s t e r  
a l s o  was g o i n g  on and o f f .  1 was h o p i n g  i t  would s e c t l e  down a n d  s t a y  
on a s  1 was t r y i n s  t o  a d j u s t  i t  f o r  t h e  f i . r s t  t i ne  and  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
how t o  c o n t r o l  i t .  I was also t r y i n , %  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  
p i c t u r e  and w a t c h  a show so  I was n o t  s h o c k e d  to f i n d  the r e d  l i g h t  was 
a l w a y s  on  when t h e  p i c t u r e ,  sound ~ and r z s t e r  were o f f  and  a l w a y s  o f f  
when t h o s e  t h r e e  w e r e  o n .  F u r t h e r ,  a t  the t i a e  of  t h e  t r a n s i s t i o n  
a l o u d  p o p i n g  sound l i k e  a r e l a y  ( m e c h a n i c a l )  k i c k i n s  o n  o r  o f f  was 
h e a r d .  Though I h a v e  come t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  I was s e e i n g  was 
n o t  an  e l e c t r o n i c s  f a i l u r e  and  t h a t  t h e  s e t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h a t  Kay, I r e t u r n e d  t h e  s e t  t o  KMart and g o t  a r e f u n d .  I u s e d  t h e  
r e f u n d  t o  buy a 13" c o l o r  Hagnavox T . V .  f rom t h a t  K N a r t .  

I nov b e l i e v e  t h a t  C u r t i s  Mathes d e s i g n e d  t h e  T . V .  s o  t h a t ,  i f  
t h e  s i g n a l  a t  t h e  i n p u t  j a c k ,  a s  m e a s u r e d  p e r h a p s  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  d e t e c t o r ,  
was weak o r  v a r i a b l e  ( s i g n i f y i n g  a i r  waves c o n n e c t i o n )  t h e  T . V .  would 
d i s c o n n e c t  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  t u r n  o f f  t h e  p i c t u r e  and t h e  r a s t e r .  T h i s  c a n  
e a s i l y  be done  by Kay o f  a r e l a y  c o n t r o l .  The r e l a y  c o u l d  a l s o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  red l i g h t  a s  s t a t e d .  One m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n  would p r e -  
v e n t  a v i e w e r  f rom w a t c h i n g  a s h o d d y  p i c t u r e  w i t h  bad sound due  t o  a 
weak o r  v a r i a b l e  s i g n a l  and  t h u s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n t e s r i t y  of  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  
of  a C u r t i s  Mathes s e t ,  b u t  i t  c a n  a l s o  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  as  " f u n n e l i n g "  
t h e  v i e w e r l o w n e r  a w a y  f r o m  a i r  waves T . V .  t o  c ? b l e  T . V .  a n d  o n e  wonders  
"Did cabl i?  T . V .  e n t e r  i n t o  some c o n t r a c t  ~ . t I i  Curtis Mathes t o  ge t  t h i s  
r e s u l t  <?s i i ;na>i '  i n t o  ilhc ,.:eC ! "  T h e  r e s u l t  favors c a b l e  T . V .  j u s t  a s  
t h e  k n i f e  i n  t h e  b a c k  f a v o r s  t h e  h e i r s .  

t h o s e  two a n t e n n a e s  s e p a r a t e l y  and  d i d  s o .  T h e  a d s  f o r  t h e  Magnavox d i d  
n o t  show a n y  a n t e n n a s  b u t  I assumed t h e y  would be i n  t h e  box w i t h  t h e  
T.V. j u s t  ?.s I a l w a y s  assume t h a t  new s h o e s  come w i t h  s h o e  s t r i n g s .  
S i n c e  t h e  Xagnavox s e t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  o n - o f f  r e l a y  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
C u r t i s  K a t h e s  d e s i g n ,  1 was a b l e  t o  g e t  a s t e a d y  r a s t e r ,  f a i r  p i c t u r e ,  
god c r a c k l i n g  s o u n d .  I h a v e  o r d e r e d  a p l u s  2 0  db  r f  a m p l i f i e r  t o  

!>bout a week a g o  I b o u e h t  a new 13" c o l o r  C u r t i s  K a t h e s  t e l e v i s i o n  

* .. 

The Piagnavox came w i t h  out. a n y  VHF o r  UliF ; I n t e n n a e .  I had  L O  buy 
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c o m p e n s a t e  and  i m p r o v e  tbe  a u d i o .  I h o p e  i t  w i l l  work w e l l  e n o u g h  
f o r  me t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w a t c h  a i r  waves T . V . .  In t h e  p a s t ,  T . V .  man- 
u f a c t u r e r s  e i t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e d  t h e i r  own a n t e n n a s  o r  fa rmed o u t  t h e  
n a n u f a c t u r e a n d  i n  t h i s  w a y t h e y  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  b o t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  
p e r f o r m a n c e  and  t h e  e s t h e t i c s  o f  t h e  a n t e n n a  d e s i g n .  One wonders  i f  
Hagnavox was u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  t o  g i v e  up  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a i r  waves a n t e n n a s .  
I t  seems i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a company would g i v e  up c o n t r o l  of  t 'he d e s i g n  
of  t h e  a n t e n n a s  w i t h  o u t  payment  of  some k i n d .  

3 )  The a n t e n n a s  I b o u g h t  t o  u s e  w i t h  t h e  Masnavox T . V .  c o n s i s t  o f  
i n t e n -  a U K F  hoop and  two s t r a i g h t  l e n g t h - a d j u s t a b ? i  VRF a n t e n n a s  f o r  u s e  o n  
ias t o p  of t h e  T . V .  r e c e i v e r  o r  c l o s e  t o  i t .  The hoop l o o k s  s r i a l l .  I 

compared i t  w i t h  t h e  I J H C  hoop I h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  and  
w h i t e  T . V .  f a r  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s .  The new hoop i s  a b o u t  two ( 2 )  c e n t i -  
m e t e r s  s h o r t e r  i n  d i a m e t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  h o o p .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  optimum d i a m e t e r  U H F  hoop a n t e n n a  u s e f u l  f o r  u s e  i n  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s p e c t r u m  of  f r e q u e n c i e s  u s e d  hy UHF t r a n s m i t t e r s .  S o ,  
One of t h e s e  a n t e n n a s  i s  t h e  wrong s i z e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  newer o n e  i s  
o f  t h e  wrong diameter  and w i l l  p r e s e n t  a w e a k e r  s i g n a l  a t  t h e  T . V .  i n p u t  
j a c k .  I n  my c a s e  I c a n  e a s i l y  f a s h i o n  a f i n e  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  f rom a n  
o l d  a e t a l  c o a t  h a n g e r .  ( ? l e a s e  do n o t  t e l l  t h e  c a b l e  corapanys o f  t h i s  
o r  t h e y  m i g h t  r u s h  o v e r  t o  t h e  c o a t  h a n , % e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  and o f f e r  them 
a n  u n d e r h a n d e d  c o n t r a c t  Pnd p a y  them i f  t h e y  m a n u f a c t u r e  c o a t  h a n g e r s  
t h a t  c a n n o t  be s o  m o d i f i e d . )  But m o s t  d o  n o t  know t h e y  c a n  make s u c h  
a n  a n t e n n a  o r  how t o  do s o  and w i l l  j u s t  s i m p l y  a d o p t  c a b l e  T . V . .  
Z e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  win  and o n e  wonders  i f  i t  i s  a l l  
m e r e l y  h a p p e n s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  d o .  S o ,  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  of  
I !  L- i u n n e l l n g "  and  p o s s i b l e  k n i f e - i n - t h e - b a c k  e v i d e n c e .  

dho w i l l  The d e n t i s t  s t o r y  and c o n t r a c t o r  s t o r y  were p l a c e d  h e r e i n  s o  you 
;LX i t  ? w i L l l  n o t  b e c o u e  o v e r l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  t h e  i J o t i v e s  and a c t i o n s  of - .  

y o u r  f s i l o w  man. Due t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of l a w  imposed  on t h e  C Z O s  of 
, g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h e y  c a n n o t  c r o s s  c e r t a i n  l i n e s  and a c t  l i k e  human 
b e i n g s  w i t h  h e a r t s .  ( T h e  c a s h  g i f t s  s e e n  on T . V .  and g i v e n  t o  c h a r t y  
a r e  t a x  w r i t e  offs f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s . )  S o ,  i f  g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
a r e  t o  b e b a v e  s e n s i b l y  toward  t h e  e n v i r o u n m e n t  and  the Democracy, 
governm?nt  w i l l  w i l l  h a ~ v e  t o  b r i n g  them t o  do i t .  And g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
o f t e n  done s u c h .  A good e x a m p l e :  t h e  s c r u b b e r s  r e q u i r e d  on c o a l  f i r e d  
e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s .  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of  s u p e r f u n d s  f o r  
c l e a n i n g  u p  t o x i c  w a s t e  s i t e s .  I f  a i r  waves T . V .  i s  t o  be s a v e d ,  t h e  
government  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d o  i t .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  on  
t h e i r  own,r,:odify t h e i r  ways or' doin: bu- '  = , .ness  s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V . ,  
needed  t o  m a i n t a i n  Democracy, w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t .  I n s t e a d  o f  t r y -  
i n g  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  s a v e  a i r  waves T . V . ,  t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  seem 
t o  be o p e r a t i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  ( a l b e i t  i n  a l e g a l  way) t o  h u r r y  t h e  
d e m i s e  o f  a i r  waves T . V .  and s i n c e  t h e r e  L:. n a n e  t o  o p p o s e  them,  t h i s  
m i n h t  come to o a s s .  

, 2 ~ ~ -  - - -  L ~~~ ~ ~ 
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€ e e  ?, :ax i s  d e f i n e d  b y  t b e  2andorn House D i c t i o n a r y  of t h e  E n g l i s h  
r o l u -  Language a s  "a sum of money l e v i e d  upon i n c o m e s ,  p r o p e r t y ,  s a l e s ,  
tion e t  c e c e r z ,  b y  a g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  i t s  support o r  f o r  s ~ e c i f i c  f a c i l i t i e s  

o r  s e r v i c e s " ~ .  
p r o p e r l y  r e f e r  t o  i t  a s  a f e e .  The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  
c h a r c e  t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  a f e e .  The f e e  c a n  b e  b a s e d  on t h e  income 
t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  d e r i v e  from c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s .  
c o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d .  T h e  amount c o l l e c t e d  c o u l d ,  a f t e r  t h e  government  
d e d u c t e d  i t ' s  c o s t  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  b e  d i s p e r s e d  t o  t h e  a i r  waves 
t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m s .  
s o  t h a t  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  would b e  f a i r  and  s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T ,V.  would 
b e  p r e s e r v e d  and s o  t h a t ,  a s  -1 r e s u l t ,  

Yhen t h e  t a x  d o e s  n o t  e e r v e  t h e  g o v e k n a e n t  w e  c a n  

Up t o  100 p e r  c e n t  

I do n o t  know t h e  b o r n u l a  t h a t  would b e  j u s t  

Democracy would be p r e s e r v e d .  



An a p o l i t i c a l  a c c o u n t a n t  ( i f  one  c a n  b e  f o u n d )  would know. 
) r e c i -  A s  s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  ample  p r e c i d e n t  f o r  the  f e e  s o l u t i o n .  The 
l e n t  s c r u b b e r s  a r e  o n e .  I w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  c l i p p e d  f rom 

t h e  Akron Beacon Joumnal  ( 1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 2  i s s u e )  and r e l a t i n g  t o  some 
e x c e s s e s  of  t e l e m a r k e t e r s  a s  a n o t h e r  p r o p o s a l  of  a f e e  s o l u t i o n  t o  
a n o t h e r  p r o b l e m .  Such  a f e e  would t e n d  t o  r e n o v e  t h e  m o t i v e  of  
c a b l e  T . V .  t o  u n d e r m i n e  a i r  waves T . V .  and t h e y  m i g h t  a d j u s :  t h e i r  
s u b s c r i b e r  r a t e s  t o  more a c c u r a t e l y  and f a i r l y  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  c o s t s .  
The t r u e  c o s t  o f  c a b l e  o p e r a t i o n s  . . .  Democracy d e s t r o y i n g  e f f o r t s  
and e f f e c t s  i n c l u d e d ,  s h o u l d  be b o r n e  by t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s .  t h e  c a b l e  
c o m p a n i e s .  The c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  " p o l u t e  Democracy" t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
c h a r g e d  a f e e  t o " c 1 e a n  i t  u p " .  

3 f f e c t s  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n ,  t h e  f e e  s o l u t i o n ,  c o u l d  h a v e  a b e n e f i c i a l  
e f f e c t  on  all t e l e v i s i . o n  a d v e r t i s i n g .  I t  c o u l d  also h ? v e  a p o s i t i v e  

t o  l e v e l  the? p l a y i n g  f i e l d .  Both  a i r  wa.ves T . V .  and c a b l e  T . V .  c a n  
make a p r o f i t .  I n  t i m e ,  i t  i s  hopped a h a p p y  b a l a n c e  c a n  be a r r i v e d  
a t .  I f  a i r  waves T . V .  z rows  by g a i n i n g  v i e w e r s  f rom c a b l e  T . V .  t h e n  
a i r  waves T.V. w i l l  r e c e i v e  l e s s  f rom c a b l e  T . V .  a n d  c u t - t h r o a t  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  be removed as  a mode o f  o p e r a t i o n  f a r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y .  I n  suiiimary, t h e r e  would  be t h e  o f f - s e t t i n s  f o r c e  ( t h e  f e e  
s o i u t i o n ) , w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n  p l a c e  y e t ,  t h a t  would p r o v i d e  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of  i n c o n e .  

e",.. L ~ c . L t  on t h e  q u a l i t y  of  programrain?.  T h e  p r o p o s e d  s o l u t i o n  will tend  

: e t  t i n z  
:he fix p r o p o s a l  i n s t a l l e d .  No m a t t e r  what  s p e c i f i c  f o r m  o r  w o r d i n g  t h i s  
i d o p t e d  g r o p o s a l  t a k e s ,  i t  i s  s u r e  t o  be o p p o s e d  by t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s .  I 

d o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  c a n n o t  be i n p l i m e n t e d  by t h e  'CC a l o n e  b u t  
t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  FCC i s  s u r e  t o  b e  l i s t e n e d  t o  more c l o s e l y  t h a n  
m y s e l f  w i t h  no d e a r e e  in 1 2 w  and  no power o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  of c i t i z e n -  
s h i p .  But a l e t t e r  0: s e r i e s  of  l e t t e r s  f rom t h e  c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  FCC 
w o c l d  s i l r e l y  ha.ve a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on  t h o s e  who c a n  make t h i s  proposal 
i n t o  l a w .  Does n o t  t h e  FCC c h a r t e r ,  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
C o n , % r e s s ,  i ;u,s$est  t h a t  t h e  FCC wou~ld be p r o 2 c r l . y  o p e r a t i n s  i f  i t  
t e n d e d  t o  b e  o r i e n t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e i n  ? 
P l e a s e  send  n e  a l i s t  of  names and a d d r e s s e s  of p e z s o n s  I c o u l d  send  
a copy o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  t o  s o  t h a t  t h e  n e a s u r e  s t a t e d  c o u l d  h a v e  a 
b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  a p p l i e d .  ? l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  make c o p i e s  o f  
t h i s  l e t t e r - r e p o r t  and  s e n d  them t o  whom e v e r  you w i s h  t o  a d v a n c e  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  of  p o l i t i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  v ,e t t inp ,  t h i s  

t h e  p r o p o s a l .  
Thanks . 7  ill thank. you i n  a d v a n c e  h e r e  f o r  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  you g i v e  

t h i s  m a t t e r .  Thank you 

J ?/.ark C .  F l e n i n a  b . a .  
Ir 

C C : f i l e s ,  o t h c c s  
Cnc .  : n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  
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T L L E ' J I S L O M  a r e  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  d e a t h  of a i r  waves t e l e -  
v i s i o n  ( " f r e e  T . V . " )  and t h e r e b y  p r e v e n t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e a t h  of  
Dernocracy. A i r  waves t e l e v i s i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  as  a n  e s s e n t i a l  r e f -  
e r e n c e  x i t h  - , h i c h  t o  compare  c a b l e  T . V .  a n 6  t e n d s  t o  kee:, c a b l e  T.V. 
h o n e s t .  Air waves T.V. r e a c h e s  o u t  t o  a l l  2nd  p r o v i d e s  t h e  same 
s i ~ n a l  t o  e a c h  and e v e r y  o n e .  The laws of n a t u r e  e n s u r e  s u c h  u n i -  
f o r m i t y  of  s i . g n a l .  Though c a b l e  T . V .  may a l s o  p r o v i d e  t h e  same 
s i g n a :  to e v e r y  s u b s c r i b e r - t o - c a b l e ,  i t  i s  n o t  bound b y  n a t u r e  t o  
d o  s o .  The c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r  d o e s  not own t h e  c a b l e  and h a s  no c o n -  
t r o l  o v e r  !*hat comes o v e r  i t .  ' J i t h  h i g h  s?eed d i g i t a l  c o m p u t e r s  
and  diiital T . V .  a n d  k i t h  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  x h i c h  c a b l e  s i p n a l s  a r e  
d i r e c t e d  t o  which c i t i z e n s '  horoes, i t  i s  possible to d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  
cornmunlcate t o  i a r g e  ~ r o u p s  of c i t i z e n s .  This c m m u n i c a t i o n s  power,  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  har,ds of  one  o r  a f e w ,  w i t h  no a i r  waves T . V .  
in exist,::nce t o  keep  i t  h o n e s t ,  n a y  l e a d  t o  rrhe d e m i s e  of  o u r  
Deilicci-:icy. ? l e a s e  do n o t  l e t  them f u r t h e r  e n d a n g e r  o u r  f o r n  of  
g o v s r n n e n t . .  The e n c l o s e d  pa.per o u t l i n e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  in some d e t a F l  
and p r a v i d e s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  i c .  

I t h a n k  you h e r e  f o r  a n y  c o n s i d e r s t i o n  you  g i v e  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  
Thank y o u .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o i l r s .  

Mark C .  Y l e m i n ~  b . a ~ .  

CC:fiies, e t  a l .  
c n c . :  SAVIIIG A I 3  L'AVZS T E L E V I S I O N  - a r e p o r t  - s i x  ( 6 )  p a g e s  - 
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The f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  came t o  me r e p r e s e n t . e d  as  b e i n ?  t r u e .  I w i l l  
r e p r o d u c e  t h e  , , i s t  oi i t  h e r e ,  b u t ,  even  t h o u g h  I want  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  
t o  b e  t r u e ,  i i l  # n i g h t  n o t  b e .  

d e n t i s t  The s t o r y  i s  o f  a d e n t i s t .  I w i l l  c a l l  him J o e .  H e  had a s u c -  
c e s s f u l  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  a town i n  t h e  U . S . A .  a n d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  com- 
u n i t y  was a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  t h a n  h e  c o u l d  c o m f o r t a b l y  h a n d l e ,  h e  d r o v e  
h i m s e l f  and met t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  

Then,  along came a n o t h e r  d e n t i s t  who opened  an o f f i c e  and b e g a n  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  same town.  T w i l l  c a l l  him A l b e r t .  
As J o e  p a s s e d  by A l b e r t ' s  f rom t i m e  t o  t i n e ,  h e  n o t i c e d  t h e r e  was s e l -  
dom a n  a u t o m o b i l e  i n  A l b e r t ' s  p a r k i n g  1 o t ) a n d  t h e  l o t  w a s  n e v e r  s e e n  
t o  be f u l l .  7eeks  e l a p s e d  and J o e  n o t i c e d  A l b e r t  had a gloomy mood 
when e v e r  he saw h i m  on the s t r e e t .  E v e n t u a l l y  Joe c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
A l b e r t  xas n o t  g e t t i n g  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  d e n t a l  work a v a i l a b l e  t o  them 
b o t h  and t h a t  i f  some a c c i o n  v a s  n o t  t a k e n ,  t h e  o t h e r  would f a i l  
b u s i n e s s - w i s e  i n  h i s  new p r a c t i c e .  

w h i s k e y  j u s t  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  some p a t i e n t s .  Be d i d  t h i s  even  though he 
d i d  n o t  d r i n . k .  I t  was n o t  long u n t i l  h e  n o t i c e d  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
number o f  p a t i e n t s  h e  was s e r v i n g  a n d ,  when h e  p a s s e d  by A l b e r t ' s ,  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  t h e r e  xas n e v e r  empty and soroe t i m e s  f u l l .  The p a t i e n t  
d i s p e r s a l  had r e a c h e d  a f a i r  e x t e n t  and J o e  s t o p p c d , ' i h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
t h e  w h i s k e y - r i n s e .  T h e r e  was enough b u s i n e s s  f o r  b o t h  2f them. 

u l a t e d  by l a w .  I t  i s   on?^ o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  some of  u s  do  when w e  see 
i t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e .  I ain g e n e r a l l y  n o t  i n  f a v o r  of  t r i c k e r y  b u t  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  ~I c a n  e a s i l y  f o r T i v e  J o e .  Here is, o n e  more :  

S o ,  froni t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  J o e  b e g a n  r i n s i n g  h i s  own mouth o u t  w i t h  

'This i s  some o f  t h e  hurrian s i d e  of  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s .  I t  i s  n o t  r e g -  

c o n -  i p a s  i n  C o l o r a d o  w o r k i n g  a s  a n  e l e c t r o n i c s  t e c h n i c i a n  when I 
s t r u c -  ~ o t  a c a s e  o f  t h e  g l o o m i e s  m y s e l f .  'I began  t o  d o u b t  a l o t  of t h i n g s  
Lion and needed  ,some h ? l p f u l  words..: One d a y ,  w h i l e  i n  t h i s  mood and s e e k -  

i n g  a n  e n c o u r a g i n s  u o r d ,  I a s k e d  a c o w o r k e r  i f  h e  c o u l d  t h i n k  of a 
t r u e  t a l e  of a n  i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  some one  i n  b u s i n e s s  went  o u t  of h i s  
w a y  t o  he!:, t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  e v e n  i f  i t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  h e l p .  I 
f u r t h r r  a s k e d  t h a t  he n o t  m e n t i o n  any names s o  t h a t  n o  o n e  would be 
e m b a r r a s s e d  and s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  g i v e  me o r  
a n o t h e r  so!,ie n d v a n t a y e .  

i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 1 a n d s c a p j . n g .  A s l u n p  i n  t h e  economy t h a t  l a s t ed  
a w h i l e  had n d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on h i s  b u s i n e s s  and h e  f e l l  on  h a r d  
t i m e s .  A n o t h e r .  a l a r g e  company workin:: i n  t h a t  same f i e l d  and  i n  
t h a t  sarsie c e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  h e a r d  o f  t h e  g u y ' s  p l i g h t  a n d ,  o u t  of  the  
b l u e ,  o f f e r e d  him a s u b c o n t r a c t  ( w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  d o  a s  they  
c o u l d  h a v e  e a s i l y  expanded t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  w o r k ) .  He 
r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  and  t h e  n e x t  diiy went t o  t h e  work s i t e  t o  s i z e  up t h e  
j o b .  I t  was r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  He found t h e  back hoe and o t h e r  
equipr'1ent :here  a l l  g a s s e d  up and r e a d y  f o r  h i n .  Fle s e t  h i m s e l ~ f  a t  
o n c e  to t h e  t a s k  and d i d  i t  well a n d  i n  short order. 

lie t o l d  me of a iiian who had a swal.? c o n t r a c t i n s  b u s i n e s s  working 

F i n a n c i a l l y  h e  had won on t h a t  j o b  and  t h a t  k e p t  h i s  h e a d  a b o v e  
w a t e r  u n t i l  h e  a z a i n  ha~d s t e a d y  work.  : o r  P t h e  b i g  company i t  w a s  j u s t  
a d r o p  i n  t h e  b u c k e t  . . . €or  him i t  ment s u r v i v a l .  

s t o r y  i s  t r u e .  Fle was f r e e  t o  t e l l  t h e  r r u t h .  A l s o ,  I: know i t  t o  be 
L r u e  b e c a u s e  he i s  a c o a r s e  k i n d  o f  guy who i n d u l g e s  h i m s e l f  i n  b e i n s  
a r o b u s t  t r u t h  t e l l e r ,  even  i f  some t imes h e  h u r t s  t h e  f e e l i r l g s  of 
o t h e r s  p r e s e n t .  T h a v e  n o t  communicated w i t h  him s i n c e  a b o u t - 1 5 8 3 ,  

P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way I s t r u c t u r e d  t h e  r e q u e s t , )  I a n  s u r e  t h i s  
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s o n e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  h a s  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  he r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y .  

some i n  b u s i n e s s  I i n v i t e  you t o  r e f l e c t  on y o u r  own r e a d i n g s  € o r  
s m e .  The i i e a d e r ' s  D i g e s t  i s  f u l l  o f  some l i k e  t h e s e  ( t h o u g h  many 
a re  u n b e l i e v a b l e ) .  Dale C a r n e g i e ' s  book Kow t o  Win F r i e n d s  and 
I n f l u e n c e  l e o i ? l e  i s  full of e n c o u n t e r s  h e  had and sorile of  t h e  s t o r y s  
w r e  much l i k e  t h e s e  t w o .  I want  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I an n o t  t h e  o n l y  
p e r s o n  who h a s  been l i b e r a l  i n  s u c h  b u s i n e s s  mat te rs .  I a l s o  want t o  
tell of them h e r e  so  t h a t  you do  n o t  become d i s c o u r a g e d .  

The human s i d e  oE b u s i n e s s  n e v e r  seems t o  t a k e  p l a c e  when g i a n t  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  1 t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o n l y  h e s r t l e s s  
nien and women c l i m b  t o  t h e  t o p  of  c o r p o r a t e  l a d d e r s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  l a w  
f i x i n g  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  of  c o r p o r a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t  s u c h  s i d e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
e f f o r t s / p r a c t i c e s .  Even i f  t h e  a c t i o n  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  e n v i r o u n n e n t a l  
damail;e O T  a t e n d e n c y  f o r  Democracy t o  e r o d e ,  t h e  l a w  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  
much c o r p o r a t e  e x c u r s i o n .  

T o  s a y  t h e r e  i s  a b a t t l e  ( c o m p e t i t i o n )  be tween c a b l e  T . V .  and 
a i r - w a v e s  T . V .  i .?cher  T . V . )  by r e f e r i n g  t o  i t  as c a b l e  T . V .  v e r s u s  
f r e e  T.V. i s  m i s l e a d i n <  due t o  t h e  l a c k  of  p a r a l l e l i s m  i n  t h e  terms. 
'The word c a b l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  medium of  t r a n s n i s s i o n .  S o ,  t o  p r o p e r l y  
coniparz I.t. t o  che o t h e r  s e g n e n t  of  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  i n d u : : t r y  one  s h o u l d  
n o t  u s e  t h e  t e r m  f r e e  T . V .  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  a i r  waves T . V .  o r  e t h e r  T . V .  and 
I w i l l  u s e  t h e  p r o p e r  terms h e r e i n .  

C a b l e  T . V .  h a s  two s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o r i e ,  c a b l e  c u s t o m e r s / s u b s c r i b e r s  
and a d v e r t i s e r s .  A i r  waves T . V .  h a s  o n l y  one s o u r c e  o f  income,  a d v e r -  
t i s e r s .  A:; c o s t s  h a v e  r i s e n  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  whole i n d u s t r y ,  i t  h a 5  b e e n  
ea . s ie r  f o r  c a b l e ,  w i t h  i t ' s  two s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o r n e , t o  k e e p  u p  and  meet 
e x p e n s e s .  4 m a j o r  f a c r o r  a d v e r t i s n r s  c o n s i d e r  i s  t h e  number oE p e r s o n s  
t h e  nediur., w < L l  r e a c h .  A s  c a b l e  T . V .  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i t ' s  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
a i r  waves T . V .  h a s  l o s t  v i e w e r s .  S i n c e  t h o  a d v e r t i s e r s  a re  n o t  w i l l i n g  
t o  pay q u i t e  s o  much f o r  a i r  waves T . V . ,  a i r  waves T . V .  h a s  h a d ,  t o  
uieet e i * p e n s e s ,  to i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of a d s  i t  shows p e r  h o u r .  T h i s ,  
i n  t u r n ,  d e g r a d e s  t h e  pi-orrram. T h a t  l e a d s  t o  s t i l l  f e w e r  v i e w e r s  and  
i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  ai-.- waves T . V .  w i l l  b e c o n e  e x t i n c t  
( d i e ) .  I t  h a s  been e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V .  w i l l  d i e  w i t h i n  
S i v c  L O  t e n  y e a r s .  

Cf n e i t h e r  of  t h e s e  s t o r y s  c o n v i n c e  you o f  t h e  .qood a c t i o n s  oE 

C a b l e  T . V .  w i l l  b e  t h e  b i r  w i n n e r  i f  a i r  waves T . V .  d i e s .  C a b l e  , ,  

r a c y  i i i  T . V .  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  a s  c o m p e t i t i o n .  V i t h  o u t  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  Cable  
d a n g e r  T . V .  c a n  d e s r a d e  i n  a n y  of  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s .  'hit11 a g r e a t e r  p a r t i a l  

o r  t o t a l  r,lonopoly i t  c a n  c h a r g e  e x c e s s i v e l y ,  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  t h e  mora l  
s c o p e  of  i t ' s  progrargs ( w h i c h  h a v e  n e v e r  been  w e l l  r e g u l a t e d )  a~nd more.  
3 u t  t h e r e  i s  a more s e r l o u s  h a z a r d  i n  s t o r e  f o r  America ( U . S . A . )  if 
a l l  T . V .  sees u n d e r g r o u n d  ( t o  c a b l e  T . V . ) .  Y e  w i l l  t e n d  t o  l o s e  o u r  
Democracy. You s e e ,  t o  e x ~ . ; c i s e  good j u d g e n i e n t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  must  
b e  w e l l  i n f o r m e d .  GJith o u t  a i r  waves  T . V .  as a c o r r e c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e ,  
c a b l e  T . V .  c a n  I n i s l e a d .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  s o u r c e s  t h a t  o f f e r  a v a r i e t y  
of  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  ( a  v a r i e t y  of  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s )  c a n  
we, t h c  c i t i z e n s ,  t r u l y  g a i n  i n s i g h t : ;  and c a n  p r o p e r l y  compare and 
e v a l u a c e  c o n t r a s t i n g  p o i n t s  of v iew.  W i t h  o u t  a i r  waves T.V. o u r  v o t e s ,  
f o r  exaauple, w i l l  n o t  be as  f i n e  t u n e d  as t h e y  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  b e .  
C a h l e  ' T . V .  r e a l i s e s  what  a w i n  i t  w i l l  h a v e  and w i l l  want  t h e  ex t r a  
power.  They w i l l  no  d o u b t  s a y  " 3 e  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n s . "  I t  i s  1i.ke t h e  a c c o u n t a n t l b o o k k e G p e r  who g o e s  t o  t h e  C E O  
o r  owner o f  t h e  company and s a y s ,  "If you w i l l  a u t h o r i z e  11s; t o  s t o p  
k e e p i n g  t h e  books i n  s u c h  a d e t a i l e d  f a s h i o n  as we h a v e ,  w e  c o u l d  
do o t h e r  t h i n g s  and g e t  a l o t  more work done a r o u n d  h e r e .  You c a n  
t r l ' s t  u s .  T h e  books h a v e  a l w a y s  b a l l a n c e d . "  If t h e  CEO/owner s a y s  
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Yes." t h e r e  sees t h e  a u d i t  t r a i l .  And t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  r e c o v e r y  
when t h i n s s  go wrong.  

I t  i s  o b v i o u s e l y  
t r u e  t h a t  when e v e r  some one  k i l l s  a n o t h e r  f o r  g a i n ,  t o  f i n d  a good 
l e a d  t o  t h e  k i l l e r ,  all one  n e e d  d o  i s  f i n d  o u t  who w i l l  b e n e f i t  f rom 
t h e  d e a t h .  For  exar8i$1e, i f  a n  o l d  l a d y  i s  found d-.;ld w i t h  a k n i f e  
s t i c k i n r :  o u t  o f  h e r  b a c k ,  we s h o u l d  t a k e  3 l o o k  a t  h e r  w i l l .  T h i s  
makes s e n s e  t o  most  of  us .  The k i l l e r  m i g h t  n o t  be amonp t h e  h e i r s  
b u t  i t  i s  a ~ o o d  s o u r c e  of  leads ( t h e y  h a v e  m o t i v e ) .  S o ,  t h o u g h  i t  
:~L:;ht n o t  b e  c a b l e  T . V . ' s  E a u l r .  f o r  t h e  d e m i s e  of  a i r  waves T . V . ,  if 
t h e r e  i s  some t h i n e  t h a t  p o i n t s  t o  c a h l e  T . V .  t h a t  shows a i r  waves T.V.  
b e i n g  h u r r i e d  a l o n g  toward  i t ' s  d e a t h ,  s h o u l d  we n o t  become aware o f  
i t  ? 1 h a v e  t h r e e  p i e c e s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  you t h a t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
soiacj e n t i t y  ( c o u l d  i.t b e  c a b l e  T . V .  ? )  i s  t r y i n g  t o  puGh a i r  waves 
T . V . .  t o  i t ' s  d e a t h .  

r e c e i v e r .  I t  was on s a l e  a t  KKart l o c a l l y  h e r e  i n  Cambr idge ,  Ohio 
( s e e  a t t a c h e d  a d ) .  1 had b e e n  w a t c h i n g  a i r  waves T . V . ,  e i c h e r  of two 
s t a t i o n : ;  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  h e r e ;  NRC and TRS w i t h  b o t h  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  
UHF. 1 was u s i n g  a n  o l d  b l a c k  and w h i t e  s e t  t h a t  w a s  o n  i t ' s  l a s t  l e g s .  
I was l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  see ing  c o l o r  T . V .  a f t e r  so  inany y e a r s  of b l a c k  
and w h i t e .  

The new c o l o r  r e c e i v e r  h a s  a red l i S h t  on  t h e  f r o n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
p r i n t e d  l e s e n d  ? O U E R .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  an  L E D  ( l i g h t  e m i t t i n g  d i o d e ) .  
I t h o u g h t  i t  was a p i l o t  l i t h t .  The T . V .  was i n t e r m i t t a n t  w i t h  t h e  
p i c t u r e  and sound coming on  and o f f  w i t h  a p o p i n g  s o u n d .  The r a s t e r  
a l s o  was g o i n g  on and  o f f .  I w a s  h o p i n g  i t  would s e t t l e  down and  s t a y  
on a s  I was t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i u e  and l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
how t o  c o n t r o l  i t .  I was a l s o  t r y i n o ,  t o  e v a l u a t e  the q u a l i t y  of  the 
p i c t u r e  and w a t c h  a show so  I was n o t  s h o c k e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  w a s  
a l w a y s  on  when t h e  p i c t u r e ,  sound __ and r z s t e r  were  o f f  and a l w a y s  o f f  
when t h o s e  t h r e e  were o n .  F u r t h e r ,  a t  t h e  t i n e  of  t h e  t r a n s i s t i o n  
a l o u d  p o p i n g  sound l i k e  a r e l a y  ( m e c h a n i c a l )  k i c k i n g  on  o r  o f f  was 
h e a r d .  Though 1 h a v e  come t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  I w a s  s e e i n g  was 
n o t  an e l e c t r o n i c s  f a j . l u r e  and t h a t  t h e  s e t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h a t  way, I r e t u r n e d  t h e  s e t  t o  KMart and g o t  a r e f u n d .  I u s e d  t h e  
r e f u n d  t o  buy a 13" c o l o r  Magnavox T . V .  frorii t h a t  KMart. 

I: now b e l i e v e  t h a t  C u r t i s  Mathes d e s i g n e d  t h e  T . V .  s o  t h a t ,  i f  
t h e  : ; i .enal a t  t h e  i n p u t  j a c k ,  a s  measured  p e r h a p s  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  d e t e c t o r ,  
was weak o r  v a r i a b l e  ( s i g n i f y i n g  a i r  waves c o n n e c t i o n )  t h e  T . V .  would 
d i s c o n n e c t  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  t u r n  o f f  t h e  p i c t u r e  and t h e  r a s t e r .  T h i s  c a n  
e a s i l y  b e  done  by Kay of  R r e l a y  c o n t r o l .  The r e l a y  c o u l d  also c o n t r o l  
t h e  r e d  l i g h t  a s  s t a t e d .  One m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n  would p r e -  
v e n t  a v i e w e r  f rom w a t c h i n g  a shoddy p i c t u r e  w i t h  bad sound due  t o  a 
weak o r  v a r i a b l e  s i g n a l  and t h u s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  
of a C u r t i s  Mathes s e t ,  b u t  i t  ca.n a l s o  b e  t h o u g h t  of  as  " f u n n e l i n g "  
t h e  v i e w c r / o w n e r  away f rom a i r  waves T . V .  t o  c i b l e  T . V .  and one  wonders  
" D i d  c a b l e  T . V .  e n t e r  i n t o  some c o n t r a c t  w < ~ t h  C u r t i ~ s  Mathes t o  g e t  t h i s  

t h e  k n i f e  i n  t h e  back  f a v o r s  t h e  h e i r s .  

t h o s e  two a n t e n n a e s  s e p a r a t e l y  and d i d  S O .  The a d s  f o r  t h e  3 a g n a v o x  did 
n o t  show a n y  a n t e n n a s  b u t  I assumed t h e y  would be i n  t h e  box w i t h  t h e  
T . V .  j u s t  as  1 a l w a y s  assume t h a t  nex  s h o e s  come w i t h  s h o e  s t r i n g s .  
S i n c e  t h e  Magnavox s e t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  on-oEf r e l a y  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  
C u r t i s  Mathes d e s i g n ,  1 was a b l e  t o  g e t  a s t e a d y  r a s t e r ,  f a i r  p i c t u r e ,  
s o d  c r a c k l i n g  s o u n d .  I h a v e  o r d e r e d  a p l u s  2 0  db r f  a m p l i f i e r  t o  

, 1  

S O ,  c a b l e  T . V .  i s  w i n n i n g  o v e r  a i r  waves T . V . .  

.",bout a week ago I b o u g h t  a new 13"  c o l o r  C u r t i s  N a t h e s  t e l e v i s i o n  

r e s u l t  i;::si<n,:r' :in110 Chc , : e t  7 . 9.7 The r e s u l t  favors cable T.V. j u s t  as 

The Kasnavox came w i t h  out a n y  VHF o r  UliF R n t e n n a e .  I had  t o  buy __ 



compensa te  and  improve t h e  a u d i o .  I hope  i t  w i l l  work w e l l  enou.511 
f o r  me t o  c o n t i n u i  t o  wa tch  a i r  waves T . V . .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  T . V .  Tnan- 
u f a c t u r e r s  e : t ther  r l ianufac tured  t h e i r  own a n t e n n a s  o r  fa rmed o u t  t h e  
[manufac tureand  i n  t h i s  w a y t h e y  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  b o t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  
p e r f o r m a n c e  and t h e  e s t h e t i c s  o f  t h e  a n t e n n a  d e s i g n .  One wonders  i f  
Magnavox was u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  t o  Z i v e  up m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a i r  waves a n t e n n a s .  
I t  s e e m  i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a company would g i v e  up c o n t r o l  of t ’ l n  d e s i g n  
of  t h e  a n t e n n a s  w i t h  o u t  pay:nent of  some k i n d .  

(3) The a n t e n n a s  I b o u g h t  t o  u s e  w i t h  t h e  W a q a v o x  T . V .  c o n s i s t  of  
a n t e n -  a UKF hoop and two s r i - a i g h t  l e n . q t h - a d j u s t a b l 2  VEF a n t e n n a s  f o r  u s e  on 
na s t o p  of  t h e  T . V .  r e c e i v e r  o r  c l o s e  t o  i t .  The hoop 1.ooks s n a l l .  I 

compared i t  w i t h  t h e  UHF hoop I have  been  u s i n g  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e  I ’ . V .  f o r  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s .  The new hoop i s  a b o u t  two (2) c e n t i -  
meters s h o r t e r  i n  diameter t h a n  t h e  o l d  hoop .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t ha t  
t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one  optinium d iame te r  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  u s e f u l  f o r  u s e  i n  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  f r e q u e n c i e s  u s e d  hy IJBF t r a n s m i t t e r s .  S o ,  
Onc of  t h e s e  a n t e n n a s  i s  t h e  wron,? s i z e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  newer o n e  i s  
o f  t h e  wrong d i a m e t e r  and w i l l  p r e s e n t  a weaker  s i g n a l  a t  t h e  T . V .  i n p u t  
j a c k .  I n  riy c a s e  I ca.n e a s i l y  f a s h i o n  a f i n e  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  from a n  
o l d  n e t a l  c o a t  h a n g e r .  ( P l e a s e  do n o t  t e l l  t h e  c a b l e  coriipanys of  t h i s  
o r  t h e y  r q i , < h t  r u s h  o v e r  t o  t h e  c o a t  h a n g e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  and o f f e r  t h e m  
a n  underhanded  c o n t r a c t  Lnd pay them i f  t h e y  m a n u f a c t u r e  c o a t  h a n g e r s  
t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  so  m o d i f i e d . )  Eu t  most d o  n o t  know the.y c a n  make s u c h  
a n  a n t e n n a  o r  how t o  do  s o  a n d  w i l l  j u s t  sFoiply a d o p t  c a b l e  T . V . .  
Here a s a i n ,  t h e  c a b l e  companies  win and one  wonders  i f  i t  i s  a l l  
m e r e l y  h a p p e n s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  d o .  S o ,  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  
“ f u n n e l i n g ”  and  p o s s i b l e  k n i f e - i n - t h e - b a c k  e v i d e n c e .  

who w i l l  ‘The d e n t i s t  s t o r y  and c o n t r a c t o r  s t o r y  were  p l a c e d  h e r e i n  s o  you 
f i x  i t  ? w i l l  n o t  becorr~e o v e r l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  t h e  natives and a c t i o n s  of 

y o u r  f e l l o w  man. Due t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  law imposed on t he  C E O s  of 
g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h e y  c a n n o t  c r o s s  c e r t a i n  l i n e s  and a c t  l i k e  human 
b e i n g s  w i t h  h e a r t s .  (‘The c a s h  g i f t s  s e e n  on T . V .  and g i v e n  t o  c h a r t y  
a r e  t a x  w r i t e  o f f s  f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s . )  S o ,  i f  g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
a r e  t o  behave s e n s i b l y  toward  t h e  e n v i r o u n m e n t  and  t h e  Democracy, 
g o v e r n i w n t  w i l l  w i l l  h a ~ v e  t o  b r i n g  them t o  do i t .  rind government  h a s  
o f t e n  done s u c h .  A good example :  t h e  s c r u b b e r s  r e q u i r e d  on c o a l  f i r e d  
e l e c t r i c  u t i . l i t i e s .  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  e s i s t a n c e  o f  s u p e r f u n d s  € o r  
c l e a n i n g  u p  t o x i c  w a s t e  s i t e s .  I f  a i r  waves T . V .  i s  t o  be s a v e d ,  t h e  
g ~ v e r n i ~ i e n t  w i l l  have  t o  do i t .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  on 
t h e i r  o w u , ~ , ~ o d i f y  t h e i r  ways of  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V . ,  
needed t o ’ m n i n t a i n  Democracy, w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t .  I n s t e a d  of  t r y -  
i n g  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  s a v e  a i r  waves T . V . ,  t h e  c a b l e  compan ies  seem 
t o  be o p e r a t i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  ( a l b e i t  i n  a l e g a l  way) t o  h u r r y  t h e  
demise  oT a i r  waves T.V. and s i n c e  t h e r e  ;:i none t o  oppose  them,  t h i s  
m i g h t  C O W  to pass. 

f ee A t a x  i s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  Random House D i c t i o n a r y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  
solu- Language a s  “a  sum of  money l e v i e d  upon incomes .  p r o p e r t y ,  s a l e s ,  
tion e t  c e t c r a ,  by a government  f o r  i t s  s u p p o r t  o r  f o r  s p e c i f i c  facilities 

o r  s e r v i c e s ” .  When t h e  t a x  d o e s  n o t  e e r v e  the governr,]ent w e  c n n  
p r o p e r l y  r e f e r  t o  i t  as  a f e e .  The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p rob lem i s  t o  
charjir! t h e  c a b l e  conipanies  a f e e .  The f e e  c a n  b e  based  on t h e  incorne 
t h e  c a b l e  compan ies  d e r i v e  froill c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s .  
c o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d .  The amount c o l l e c t e d  c o u l d ,  a f t e r  t h e  government  
d e d u c t e d  i t ‘ s  c o s t  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  be d i s p e r s e d  t o  t h e  a i r  wave:; 
t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m s .  
s o  t h a t  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  would b e  f a i r  a~nd s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T , V . ,  would 
be  P r e s e r v e d  a n d  so t h a t ,  as  a r e s u l t ,  Dernocracy would b e  p r e s e r v e d .  

Up t o  1 0 0  per c e n t  

I do n o t  know t h e  6 o r n u l a  t h a t  would be j u s t  



:In a p o l i t i c a l  a c c o u n t a n t  ( i f  o n e  c a n  be f o u n d )  would know. 
p r e c i -  As s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  ample p r e c i d e n t  f o r  t h e  f e e  s o l u t i o n .  The 
d e n t  s c r u b b e r s  a r c  o n e .  I w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n e w s p a ~ p e r  a r t i c l e  c l i p p e d  f r o ~ n  

t h e  __. Akron Beacon Jouarnal (12/19/2002 i s s u e )  and r e l a t i n g  t o  sonle 
e x c e s s e s  of t e l e a i a r k e t e r s  a s  a n o t h e r  p r o p o s a l  of  a f e e  s o l u t i o n  t o  
a n o t h e r  :>roblem. Such  a f e e  would t e n d  t o  remove t h e  m o t i v e  of  
c a b l e  T . V .  t o  u n d e r m i n e  a i r  waves T.V. and t h e y  mi,ght  a d j u s :  t h e i r  
s i i h s c r i b e r  r a t e s  t o  more a c c u r a t e l y  a r i d  f a i r l y  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  c o s t s .  
T h e  t r u e  c o s t  of  c a b l e  o p e r a t i o n s  . . .  Denocracy  d e s t r o y i n g  e f f o r t s  
and e f f e c t s  i n c l u d e d ,  s h o u l d  be b o r n e  by t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s ,  t h e  c a b l e  
c o m p a n i e s .  The c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  " p o l u t e  Democracy" t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
c h a r g e d  a f e e  t o " c 1 e a n  i t  up". 

e f f e c t s  T h i z  p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n ,  t h e  f e e  s o l u t i o n ,  c o u l d  h a v e  a b e n e f i c i a l  
e f f e c t  on all t e l e v i s i o n  a d v e r t i s i n g .  I t  c o u l d  a l s o  h r v e  a p o s i t i v e  
e i , ~ . ? - t  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  programmin?.  The p r o p o s e d  s o l u t i o n  will tend 
t o  l e v e l  t h e '  p l a y i n g  f i e l d .  Both a i r  wa-ves T . V .  and c a b l e  T.V. c a n  
make a p r o f i t .  I n  t i m e ,  i t  i s  hopped a happy b a l a n c e  c a n  b e  a r r i v e d  
at. I f  a i r  waves T . V .  grows by g a i n i n g  v i e w e r s  f rom c a b l e  T . V .  t h e n  
a i r  wave:; T.V. w i l i  r e c e i v e  l e s s  f rom c a b l e  T . V .  a n d  c u t - t h r o a t  
c o m p e t i t i o n  would t e n d  t o  b e  removed a s  a mode of  o p e r a t i o n .  f a r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y .  I n  su~iirnary, t h e r e  would be t h e  o f f - s e t t i n s  f o r c e  ( t h e  f e e  
s o l u t i o n ) , w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n  p l a c e  y e t ,  t h a t  would p r o v i d e  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  incorlie. 

i i 

p,e t t i n ,g F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i t i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  g e t t i n g  t h i s  
t h e  f i x  p r o p o s a l  i n s t a l l e d .  No m a t t e r  what  s p e c i f i c  forin or w o r d i n g  t h i s  
a d o p t e d  p r o p o s a l  t a k e s ,  i t  i s  s u r e  t o  be opposed  by the.  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s .  I 

do  b e l i e v e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  c a n n o t  be i v i p l i m e n t e d  by t h e  PCC a l o n e  b u t  
t h e  chairr . ian of  t h e  P C C  i s  s u r e  t o  be l i s t e n e d  t o  more c l o s e l y  t h a n  
rilyself w i t h  n o  d e g r e e  i n  law and no  power o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  of  titi-Zen- 
s h i p .  But a l e t t e r  o r  s e r i e s  of  l e t t e r s  f rom t h e  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  FCC 
would s u r e l y  h e v e  a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on  t h o s e  who c a n  make t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
i n t . 0  l a w .  Does n o t  t h e  FCC c h a r t e r ,  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
C o n g r e s s ,  s u x ~ e s t  t h a t  t h e  FCC would hr- p r o ? c r l y  o p e r a t i n g  i f  i t  
t e n d e d  t o  be o r i e n t e d  j ~ n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  n e a s u r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e i n  ? 
P l e a s e  s e n d  me a l i s t  of  names and a d d r e . s s e s  of  p e ~ s o n s  L c o u l d  send  
a. copy  of  t - h i s  p r o p o s a l  t o  so t h a t  t h e  r , ieasurc s t a t e d  c o u l d  h a v e  a 
b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o €  b e i n g  a p p l i e d .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to make c o p i e s  of 
t h i s  l z t t e r - r e p o r t  and s e n d  them t o  whom e v e r  you w i s h  t o  a d v a n c e  
t h e  p r o p o s a l .  

t h i s  m a t t e r .  'Thank you.  
'Thanks. I w i l l  t h a n k  you i n  a d v a n c e  h e r e  f o r  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  you z i v e  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

% a r k  C .  9 1 e n i n g  b . a <  

C C :  Ei lcs  , o t h e r s  
E u c .  : n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g ,  a d v e r t i s e t n e n t  
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C a m b r i d g e ,  Ohio  43725 
4 K a r c h ,  2003 

Dear M::. P;a.r~;~i .n ,  
I hope c h i s  l e t t e r  f i n d s  you i n  sood  h e a l t h  and 5006 s p i r i t s .  
T h i s  l e t t e r  and 6 p a g e  r e p o r t i p a p e r  t i t l e d  S A V I P l G  AI? 'nT4VES 

T E L E V I S I O N  a r e  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a i r  waves t e l e -  
v i s i o n  ( " f r e e  T . V . " )  and  t h e r e b y  E r e v e n t  t h e  o o s s i b l e  d e a t h  o f  ~~ , L  

Democracy. Air waves t e l e v i s i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  an  e s s e n t i a l  r e f -  
e r e n c e  G i t h  - > ' h i c h  t o  compare  c a b l e  T . V .  and t e n d s  t o  k e e ?  c a b l e  T . V .  
h o n e s t .  Air waves T . V .  r e a c h e s  o u t  t o  a l l  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t he  same 
s i z n a l  t o  e a c h  and e v e r y  one. The l a w s  o f  n a t u r e  e n s u r e  s u c h  u n i -  
f o r m i t y  o f  s i . z n a 1 .  'Though c a b l e  T . V .  may also p r o v i d e  t h e  same 
s i g n a l  t o  e v e r y  s u b s c r i b e r - t o - c a b l e ,  i t  i s  n o t  bound b y  n a t u r e  t o  
d o  s o .  'The c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r  d o e s  n o t  own t h e  c a b l e  and  has no  c o n -  
t r o l  o v e r  G h a t  comes o v e r  i t .  With  h i g h  s p e e d  d i g i t a l  c o m p u t e r s  
and d i s i t a l  T . V .  and w i t h  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  - i h i c h  c a b l e  s i g n a l s  a r e  
d i r e c t e d  t o  w h i c h  titi-zens' homes ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  
communica te  t o  l a r g e .  ~ r o u p s  o f  c i t i z e n s .  T h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  power,  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  one  o r  a few, w i t h  no  a i r  waves T . V .  
i n  exis t : - : , ice  t o  k e e p  i t  h o n e s t ,  may l e a d  t o  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  o u r  
Democracy. P l e a s e  do  n o t  l e t  them f u r t h e r  e n d a n g e r  o u r  form of  
g o v e r n n e n t .  The e n c l o s e d  p a p e r  o u t l i n e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  some d e t a i l  
and p r o v i d e s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  i t .  

I t h a n k  you h e r e  for a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  you g i v e  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  
Thank y o u .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

C ( ; : f i l e s ,  e t  a l .  
r - n c . :  5AVI:;G A I R  YAVES TELEVISION - a r e p o r t  - s i x  (6) pac?,es - 



S A V I N G  AIR-XAVES TELEVISIOM 

The i ' o l l o w i n s  s t o r y  came t o  m e  r e p r e s e n t e d  as  b e i n ?  t r u e .  1 w i l l  
r e p r o d u c e  t h e  , ; i s t  of i t  h e r e ,  b u t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I want  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  
t o  b e  t r u e ,  i: m i g h t  n o t  b e .  

i e n t i s t  The s t o r y  i s  o f  a d e n t i s t .  I w i l l  c a l l  him J o e .  H e  had a s u c -  
c e s s f u l  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  a town i n  t he  U.S .A.  a n d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  com- 
u n i t y  v a s  a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  t h a n  h e  c o u l d  c o m f o r t a b l y  h a n d l e ,  h e  d r o v e  
h i m s e l f  and met t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  

T h e n ,  a l o n g  came a n o t h e r  d e n c i s t  who opened  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  b e g a n  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  same town.  i w i l l  c a l l  h im A l b e r t .  
A s  J o e  p a s s e d  by A l b e r t ' s  f rom t i m e  t o  t i n e ,  h e  n o t i c e d  t h e r e  was se l -  
dom an  a u t o m o b i l e  i n  A l b e r t ' s  p a r k i n g  l o t , a n d  t h e  l o t  was n e v e r  s e e n  
t o  be f u l l .  'neeks e l a p s e d  and Joe  n o t i c e d  A l b e r t  had a gloomy mood 
when e v e r  h e  saw him on t h e  s t r e e c .  E v e n t u a l l y  J o e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
A l b e r t  \;as n o t  g e t t i n g  h i s  s h a r e  of  t h e  d e n t a l  work a v a i l a b l e  t o  them 
b o t h  and t h a t  i f  some a c t i o n  %as n o t  t a k e n ,  t h e  o t h e r  would f a i l  
b u s i n e s s - w i s e  i n  h i s  new p r a c t i c e .  

w h i s k e y  j u s t  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  some p a t i e n t s .  He d i d  t h i s  e v e n  t h o u g h  he 
d i d  n o t  d r i n k .  I t  was n o t  l o n g  u n t i l  h e  n o t i c e d  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  ;he 
number of p a t i e n t s  h e  was s e r v i n g  a n d ,  when h e  p a s s e d  by A l b e r t ' s ,  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  t h e r e  was n e v e r  empty and some t i m e s  f u l l .  The p a t i e n t  
d i s p e r s a l  had r e a c h e d  a f a i r  e x t e n t  and J o e  s t o p p e d  :he p r a c t i c e  of 
t h e  w h i s k e y - r i n s e .  T h e r e  was enough b u s i n e s s  f o r  b o t h  3f  them. 

u l a t e d  by l a x .  I t  i s  o n e .  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  some of  u s  do when we s e e  
i t  s h o u l d  be d o n e .  I a m  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t r i c k e r y  b u t  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  1 c a n  e a s i l y  f o r g i v e  J o e .  H e r e  i s  o n e  m o r e :  

S o ,  iron1 t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  J o e  b e g a n  r i n s i n g  h i s  own mouth o u t  w i t h  

V I  . l n i s  i s  some o f  Lhe human s i d e  of  sna l l  b u s i n e s s .  I t  i s  n o t  r e g -  

:on- I was i n  C o l o r a d o  w o r k i n s  as  a n  e l e c t r o n i c s  t e c h n i c i a n  when I 
s t r u c -  ~ o t  a c a s e  o f  t h e  g l o o m i e s  m y s e l f .  T b e g a n  t o  d o u b t  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  
Lion  a n d  needed some h z l p f u l  w o r d s ;  One d a y ,  w h i l e  i n  t h i s  mood and s e e k -  

i n s  a n  e n c o u r a g i n g  w o r d ,  I a s k e d  a c o w o r k e r  i f  h e  c o u l d  t h i n k  of  a 
t r u e  tzi1.e of  an i n s t a n c e  where some o n e  i n  b u s i n e s s  went  o u t  of h i s  
vay  t o  h e l p  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  even i f  i t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  h e l p .  1 
f u r t h e r  a s k e d  t h a t  h e  n o t  m e n t i o n  a n y  names s o  t h a t  no one would b e  
e m b a r r a s s e d  and s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  be u s e d  t o  g i v e  me o r  
a n o t h e ;  some a d v a n t a g e .  

i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and l a n d s c a p i n g .  A s lump F n  t h e  economy t h a t  l a s t e d  
a w h i l e  had n d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on h i s  b u s i n e s s  and h e  f e l l  on h a r d  
t i m e s .  A n o t h e r ,  a l a r g e  conpany w o r k i n ?  in t h a t  s a n e  f i e l d  and i n  
t h a t  s a n e  5 e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  h e a r d  of t h e  g u y ' s  p l i g h t  a n d ,  out: o f  t h e  
b l u e ,  o f f e r e d  hiv.  a s u b c o n t r a c t  ( G h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  do a s  t h e y  
c o u l d  have  e a s i l y  expanded t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  w o r k ) .  He 
r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  and  t h e  n e x t  d a y  went  t o  :he work s i t e  t o  s i z e  up t h e  
j o b .  i t  was r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  H e  found t h e  b a c k  hoe and o t h e r  
e q u i p m e n t  t h e r e  a l l  g a s s e d  u p  and r e a d y  f o r  h i m .  Ile s e t  h i m s e l f  a t  
once  t o  t h e  t a s k  and  d i d  i t  w e l l  and  i n  s h o r t  o r d e r .  

w a t e r  u n t i l  he  a g a i n  had s t e a d y  work .  C O T  t h e  b i g  company i t  w a s  j u s t  
a d r o p  in t h e  b u c k s t  . . .  f o r  him i t  ment  s u r v i v a l .  

s t o r y  i s  t:ue. Fie was f r e e  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h .  h l s o ,  1 know i t  t o  be 
t r u e  b e c a u s e  he i s  a c o a r s e  k i n d  of  guy who i n d u l g e s  h i n s e l t  in b e i n g  
a r o b u s t  t r u t h  t e l l e r ,  even  i f  soille t i m e s  he h u r t s  t h e  f e e l i n g s  of  
o t h e r s  p r e s e n t .  7 have  n o t  communicated w i t h  him s i n c e  a b o u t  1983, 

1;s t o l d  ne o f  3 ilian who had a stna1.l c o n t r a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  working 

F i n a n c i a l l y  h e  had won on  t h a t  j o b  and t h a t  k e p t  h i s  h e a d  above  

P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  way I s t r u c t u r e d  t k e  r e q u e s t ,  I am s u r e  t h i s  
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s o n e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  h a s  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  h e  r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y .  

sonie i n  b u s i n e s s  I i n v i t e  you t o  r e f l e c t  on y o u r  own r e a d i n g s  f o r  
some. The I i e a d e r ' s  D i n e s t  i s  f u l l  of some l i k e  t h e s e  ( t h o u g h  many 
a r e  u n b e l i e v a b l e ) .  Dale  C a r n e e i e ' s  book Row t o  X'in F r i e n d s  and 
I n f l u e n c e  ? e o p l e  1s  f u l l  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  h e  hcd and  some of  t h e  s t o r y s  
were much l i k e  t h e s e  two. T want  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I am n o t  t h e  o n l y  
p e r s o n  who h a s  b e e n  l i b e r a l  i n  s u c h  b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r s .  I a l s o  h-ant t o  
t e l l  of  them h e r e  s o  t h a t  you do  n o t  become d i s c o u r a g e d .  

I f  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  s t o r y s  c o n v i n c e  you of  t h e  good a c t i o n s  of  

o r a o r -  The human s i d e  of  b u s i n e s s  n e v e r  seems t o  t a k e  p l a c e  when e i a n t  
~ t i o n s  

l e f i n i  
:ion 

l i s p a r  
i t y  

Denoc 

c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  
men and women c l i m b  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  c o r p o r a t e  l a d d e r s .  R a t t i e r ,  t h e  law 
f i x i n g  t h e  o b l i a a t i o n s  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t  s u c h  s i d e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
e f f o r t s / p r a ~ c t i c s s .  Even i f  t h e  a c t i o n  would p r e v e n t  e n v i r o u n n e n t a l  
damase o r  a t e n d e n c y  f o r  Democracy t o  e r o d e ,  t h e  law d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  
much c o r p o r a t e  e x c u i s i o n .  

T o  s a y  t h e r e  i s  a b a t t l e  ( c o m p e t i t i o n )  be tween c a b l e  T . V .  and 
a i r - w a v e s  T . V .  i .?cher  T . V . )  by r e f e r i n g  t o  i t  as c a b l e  T . V .  v e r s u s  
f r e e  T . V .  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  due t o  t h e  l a c k  of  p a r a l l e l i s m  i n  t h e  terms. 
The word c a b l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  medium of  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  S o ,  t o  p r o p e r l y  
compare L t  t o  che o t h e r  s e g m e n t  of  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  i n d u : ? t r y  one s h o u l d  
n o t  u s e  t h e  term f r e e  T.V. b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  a i r  waves T . V .  o r  e t h e r  T . V .  a n d  
I w i l l  u s e  t h e  p r o p e r  t e r m s  h e r e i n .  

C a b l e  T . V .  h a s  two s o u r c e s  of  i n c o n e ,  c a b l e  c u s t o m e r s / s u b s c r i b e r s  
and ~ c + v e r t i s e r s .  A i r  waves T . V .  h a s  o n l y  one s o u r c e  o f  income,  a d v e r -  
t i s e r s .  As c o s t s  h a v e  r i s e n  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  w h o l e  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  
e a s i e r  f o r  c a b l e ,  w i t h  i t ' s  two s o u r c e s  of  i n c o r n e , t o  k e e p  up and n e e t  
e x p e n s e s .  ,-1 m a j o r  f a c t o r  a d v e r t i s t - r s  c o n s i d e r  i s  t h e  number of p e r s o n s  
t h e  medium w < ~ i l  r e a c h .  As c a b l e  T . V .  h a s  i n c r e a s e i !  i t ' s  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
a i r  waves T . V .  h a s  l o s t  v i e w e r s .  S i n c e  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r s  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  
t o  pay q u i t e  s o  much f o r  a i r  waves T . V . ,  a i r  waves T . V .  h a s  h a d ,  t o  
meet e x p e n s e s ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of a d s  i t  shows p e r  h o u r .  T h i s ,  
in t u r n ,  d e g r a d e s  t h e  pro,?ram. T h a t  l e a d s  t o  s t i l l  f e w e r  v i e w e r s  and 
i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  z i s  waves T . V .  w i l l  become e x t i n c t  
(die). I t  h a s  been e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V .  w i l l  d i e  w i t h i n  
: i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s .  

I t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o n l y  h e a r t l e s s  

C a b l e  T:V. w i l l  b e  t h e  b i a  w i n n e r  if a i r  waves T . V .  d i e s .  C a b l e  
r a c y  i n  T . V .  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  a s  c o n p e t i t i o n .  t l ' i th  o u t  t b e  c o n p e t i t i o n  Cable  
d a n g e r  T . V .  c a n  d e s r a d e  i n  a n y  of  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s .  'nit11 a g r e a t e r  p a r t i a l  

or t o t a l  n o n o p o l y  i t  c a n  c h a r g e  e x c e s s i v e l y ,  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  t h e  m o r a l  
s c o p e  of i t ' s  p r o g r a m s  ( v h i c h  h a v e  n e v e r  been  w e l l  r e g u l a t e d )  a~nd more.  
a u t  t h e r e  i s  a clore s e r i . o u s  h a z a r d  in s to -ce  f o r  A m e r i c a  ( U . S . A . )  if 
a l l  T . V .  s o e s  u n d e r g r o u n d  ( t o  c a b l e  T.V.). Ye w i l l  t e n d  t o  l o s e  o u r  
Democracy. You s e e ,  t o  e x e z c i s c  good judp ,ec i fn t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  must  
b e  w e l l  i n f o r m e d .  w i t h  o u t  a i r  waves T . V .  as  a c o r r e c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e ,  
c a b l e  T . V .  c a n  m i s l e a d .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u r ; h  s o u r c e s  t h a t  o f f e r  a v a r i e t y  
o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  ( a  v a r i e t y  of  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s )  c a n  
we, t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  t r u i y  Sain i n s i g h t s  and can p rope r ly  compare and 
e v a l u a t e  c o n t r a s t i n g  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .  V i t h  o u t  a i r  a a v e s  T . V .  o u r  v o t e s ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  a s  f i n e  t u n e d  as  t h e y  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  b e .  
C a b l e  T . ' J .  r e a l i s e s  what  a win i t  w i l l  h a v e  and w i l l  w a n t  t h e  e x t r a  
power .  They w i l l  n o  d o u b t  s a y  "Ye w i l l  p r e s c n t  a l t e r a a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n s . "  I t  i s  l i k e  t h e  a c c o u n t a n t l b o o k k e p p e r  who qoes t o  t h e  C E O  
o r  owner OF t h e  company and s a y s ,  "If you w i l l  a u t h o r i z e  us, t o  s t o p  
k e e p i n g  t h e  books i n  s u c h  a~ d e t a i l e d  f a s h i o n  as  w e  h a v e ,  we c o u l d  
do  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a n d  g e t  a l o t  more work d o n e  a r o u n d  h e r e .  You c a n  
+.rlist u s .  The books h a v e  a l w a y s  b a l l a n c e d . "  i f  t h e  CEO/owner s a y s  
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Yes." t h e r e  g o e s  t h e  a u d i t  t r a i l .  And t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  r e c o v e r y  
when t h i n g s  go w r o n g .  

S o ,  c a b l e  T . V .  i s  w i n n i n g  o v e r  a i r  waves T . V . .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s e l y  
t r u e  t h a t  when e v e r  some one  k i l l s  a n o t h e r  f o r  g a i n ,  t o  f i n d  a good 
l e a d  t o  t h e  k i l l e r ,  a l l  one  need  d o  i s  f i n d  o u t  who w i l l  b e n e f i t  f rom 
t h e  d e a t h .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  an o l d  l a d y  i s  found d2aZ w i t h  a k n i f e  
s t icx :nq  o u t  o f  h e r  b a c k ,  w e  s h o u l d  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  h e r  w i l l .  T h i s  
makes s e n s e  t o  m o s t  o f  u s .  The k i l l e r  n i g h t  n o t  b e  among t h e  h e i r s  
b u t  i t  i s  a good s o u r c e  o f  l e a d s  ( t h e y  h a v e  m o t i v e ) .  S o ,  t h o u g h  i t  
:.i<ht n o t  be c a b l e  T . V . ' s  f a u l t  f o r  t h e  d e m i s e  of  a i r  waves T . V . ,  i f  
t h e r e  is some t h i n g  t h a t  p o i n t s  t o  c a b l e  T . V .  t h a t  shows a i r  waves T .V .  
b e i n s  h u r r i e d  a l o n g  t o w a r d  i t ' s  d e a t h ,  s h o u l d  w e  n o t  become a w a r e  of  
i t  ? I h a v e  t h r e e  p i e c e s  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  you t h a t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
some e n t i t y  ( c o u l d  i t  b e  c a b l e  T . V .  ? )  i s  t r y i n g  t o  puch  a i r  waves 

1 1  

T . V . . t o  i t ' s  d e a t h .  
About a week a g o  I b o u g h t  a new 13' '  c o l o r  C u r t i s  X a t h e s  t e l e v i s i o n  - 

r e c e i v e r .  I t  was on  s a l e  a t  'XMart l o c a l l y  h e r e  i n  C a m b r i d g e ,  Ohio 
( s e e  a t t a c h e d  a d ) .  1 had b e e n  w a t c h i n g  a i r  waves T . V . ,  e i t h e r  of  t x o  
s t a t i o n s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  h e r e ;  N8C and TRS w i t h  b o t h  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  
UHF. I was u s i n g  a n  o l d  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  s e t  t h a t  was on i t ' s  l a s t  l e g s .  
I was l o o k i n g  f o r u a r d  t o  s e e i n g  c o l o r  T . V .  a f t e r  s o  many y e a r s  of b l a c k  
a n d  w h i t e .  

The new c o l o r  r e c e i v e r  h a s  a r e d  l i S h t  on t h e  f r o n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
p r i n t e d  l2:end P O W E R .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  an  L E D  ( l i g h t  e m i t t i n g  d i o d e ) .  
I t h o u , s h t  i t  \,'as a p i l o t  l i i , h t .  The T . V .  w a s  i n t e r m i t t a n t  w i t h  t h e  
p i c t u r e  and s o u n d  coming on and o f f  w i t h  a p o p i n g  s o u n d .  The r a s t e r  
a l s o  was g o i n g  on and o f f .  1 was h o p i n g  i t  would s e t t l e  down and  s t a y  
on a s  1 was t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  i t  f o r  t h e  f i . i s t  t i n e  and  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
how t o  c o n t r o l  i t .  I was a l s o  t r y i n ,  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  
p i c t u r e  and w a t c h  a show s o  I was n o t  s h o c k e d  fo f i n d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  was 
a i v a y s  on when t h e  p i c t u r e ,  sound ~ and r e s t e r  were o f f  and a l w a y s  o f f  
when t h o s e  t h r e e  were o n .  F u r t h e r ,  a t  t h e  t i a e  of  t h e  t r a n s i s t i o n  
a l o u d  p o p i n g  s o u n d  l i k e  a r e l a y  ( m e c h a n i c a l )  k i c k i n g  on o r  o f f  was 
h e a r d .  Though I h a v e  come t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  I was s e e i n s  was 
n o t  a n  e l e c t r o n i c s  f a i l u r e  and t h a t  t h e  s e t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h a t  way, I r e t u r n e d  t h e  s e t  t o  S X a r t  and g o t  n r e f u n d .  I u s e d  the 
r f f u t i d  t o  buy a 15" c o l o r  Magnavox T . V .  f r o m  t h a t  K X a r t .  

1 now b e l i e v e  t h a t  C u r t i s  ? la thes  d e s i g n e d  t h e  T . V .  so  t h a t ,  i f  
t h e  s i g n a l  a t  t h e  i n p i i t  j a c k ,  a s  m e a s u r e d  p e r h a p s  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  d e t e c t o r ,  
X D S  weak o r  v a r i a b l e  ( s i s n i f y i n g  a i r  waves c o n n e c t i o n )  t h e  T . V .  would 
d i s c o n n e c t  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  t u r n  o f f  t h e  p i c t u r e  and t h e  r a s t e r .  T h i s  c a n  
e a s i l y  be done  by Kay o f  a r e l a y  c o n t r o l .  The r e l a y  c o u l d  a l s o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  r e d  l i g h t  as  s t a t e d .  One m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n  w o u l d  p r e -  
v e n t  a v i e w e r  f rom w a t c h i n g  a s h o d d y  p i c t u r e  w i t h  bad sound due  t o  a 
weak o r  v a r i a b l e  s i g n a l  and t h u s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n t e s r i t y  of  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  
of 2 C u r t i s  Mathes  s e t ,  b u t  i t  c a n  a l s o  b e  t h o u g h t  of  a s  " f u n n e l i n g "  
t h e  v i e w e r / o w n e r  away f rom a i r  waves T . V .  t o  c . ib le  T . V .  and one  wonders  
" D i d  c a b l e  T . V .  e n t e r  i n t o  some c o n t r a c t  ~ . : h  Curt is  Mathes t o  g e t  t h i s  
r e s u l t  & ? s i < n ; i i   into t h e  :et ! The r e s u l t  f a ~ o r s  c a b l e  T.V. j u s t  as  
t h e  k n i f e  i n  t h e  b a c k  f a v o r s  t h e  h e i r s .  

t h o s e  two a n t e n n a e s  s e p a r a t e l y  and d i d  s o .  Tk.e a d s  f o r  t h e  MaSnavox d id  
n o t  show a n y  a n t e n n a s  b u t  I assumed t h e y  would b e  i n  t h e  box w i t h  t h e  
T.V. j u s t  R S  I a l w a y s  a s s u n e  t h a t  n e v  s h o e s  c c n e  w i t h  s h o e  s t r i n a a .  
S i n c e  t h e  Magnavox s e t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  o n - o f f  r e l a y  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  
C c r t i s  Mathes  d e s i g n ,  I was a b l e  t o  g e t  a s t e a d y  r a s t e r ,  f a i r  p i c t u r e ,  
a n d  c r a c k l i n g  s o u n d .  I h a v e  o r d e r e d  a p l u s  20 db r f  a m p l i f i e r  t o  

r L, 

The Eagnavox came w i t h  o u t  a n y  VHF o r  UHF'  a n t e n n a e .  I had E O  buy 
~ 
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c o m p e n s a t e  2nd improve  t h e  a u d i o .  I h o p e  i t  w i l l  work w e l l  enoup,h 
f o r  m e  t o  c o n t i n u s  t o  w a t c h  a i r  waves T . V . .  19 t h e  p a s t ,  T . V .  man- 
u f a c t u r e r s  e i t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e d  t h e i r  own a n t e n n a s  o r  fa rmed o u t  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e a n d  i n  t h i s  w a v , t h e y  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  b o t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  
p e r f o r m n c e  and t h e  e s t h e t i c s  of  t h e  a n t e n n a  d e s i s n .  One wonders  i f  
Nagnavox was u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  t o  g i v e  up m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a i r  waves a n t e n n a s .  
I t  seems i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a company would g i v e  up c o n t r o l  of  t:.,e d e s i 3 n  
of t h e  a n t e n n a s  Kith out p a y n e n t  of  some k i n d .  

The a n t e n n a s  I b o u g h t  t o  u s e  w i t h  t h e  Magnavox T.V. c o n s i s t  of 
a UHF hoop and  two s t r a i g h t  l e n s t h - a d j u s t a b l ?  V R F  a n t e n n a s  f o r  u s e  on 
t o p  o f  t-he T . V .  r e c e i v e r  o r  c l o s e  t o  i t .  The hoop l o o k s  s n a l l .  I 
compared i t  w i t h  t h e  lJH9 hoop I h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e  T . V .  f u r  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s .  The new hoo:, i s  a .bout  two ( 2 )  c e n t i -  
m e t e r s  s h o r t e r  i.n d i a m e t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  h o o p .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one optirnum d i a m e t e r  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  u s e f u l  f o r  u s e  i n  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s p e c t r u m  of  f r e q u e n c i e s  u s e d  by  UHF t r a n s m i t t e r s .  S o ,  
One of  t h e s e  a n t e n n a s  i s  t h e  wrong s i z e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  newer one i s  
of  t h e  wrong d i a m e t e r  and w i l l  p r e s e n t  a weaker  si,:nal a t  t h e  T . V .  i n p u t  
j a c k .  I n  my c a s e  I c a n  e a s i l y  f a s h i o n  a f i n e  UHF hoop a n t e n n a  f rom a n  
o l d  u e t a l  c o a t  h a n g e r .  ( P l e a s e  do n o t  t e l l  t h e  c a b l e  c o n p a n y s  of  t h i s  
o r  t h e y  n i g h t  r u s h  o v e r  t o  t h e  c o a t  h a n q e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  and  o f f e r  them 
a n  u n d e r h a n d e d  c o n t r a c t  i n d  pay them i f  t h e y  m a n u f a c t u r e  c o a t  h a n g e r s  
t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  s o  m o d i f i e d . )  2 u t  m o s t  do  n o t  know t h e y  c a n  make s u c h  
a n  a n t e n n a  o r  how t o  do  s o  and w i l l  j u s t  s i m p l y  a d o p t  c a b l e  T . V . .  
Here  a + a i n ,  t h e  c a b l e  companies  win  and o n e  wonders  i f  i t  i s  a l l  
m e r e l y  h a p p e n s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  d o .  S o ,  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  of 

f u n n e l i n g ”  and p o s s i b l e  k n i f e - i n - t h e - b a c k  e v i d e n c e .  ,. 
. l  The d e n t i s t  s t o r y  and  c o n t r a c t o r  s t o r y  were p l a c e d  h e r e i n  s o  you 

? w i l l  n o t  becoiiie o v e r l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  t h e  n o t i v e s  and a c t i o n s  of  
y o u r  f e l l o w  man. Due t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  law i n p o s e d  on the C E O s  of 
, ~ i a n ~  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h e y  c a n n o t  c r o s s  c e r t a i n  l i n e s  a n d  a c t  l i k e  huma.n 
b e i n g s  w l t h  h e a r t s .  ( T h e  c a s h  g i f t s  s e e n  on T . V .  and g i v e n  t o  c h a r t y  
a r e  t a x  w r i t e  o f f s  f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s . )  S o ,  i f  g i e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
a r e  t o  h e b a v e  s e n s i b l y  coward t h e  e n v i r o u n m e n c  a n d  t h e  Democracy,  
governrii,ent w i l l  w i l l  h a ~ v e  t o  b r i n g  them t o  do i t .  And g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
o f t e n  done  s u c h .  A good e x a m p l e :  t h e  s c r u b b e r s  r e q u i r e d  on  c o a l  f i r e d  
e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s .  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  e s i s t a n c e  of  s u p e r f u n d s  f o r  
c l e a n i n g  up  t o x i c  w a s t e  s i t e s .  I f  a i r  waves T . V .  i s  t o  be s a v e d ,  t h e  
governinent  w i l l  h a v e  to do i t .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  on 
t h e i r  own,r,iodIfy t h e i r  ways of d o i n ?  b u s i n e s s  s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T . V . ,  
n e e d e d  t o  n a i n t a i n  Democracy,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t .  I n s t e a d  o f  t r y -  
i n g  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  s a v e  a i r  waves T . V . ,  t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  seem 
t o  be o p e r a t i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  ( a l b e i t  i n  a l e g a l  way) t o  h u r r y  t h e  
d e m i s e  oE a i r  waves T . V .  and s i n c e  t h e r e  ;:: none t o  o p p o s e  t h e m ,  t h i s  
miclht come t o  Dass .  

:? t a x  i s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  ?andom House D i c t i o n a r y  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  
Langua42 as  “ a  s u m  of  money l e v i e d  upon i n c o m e s ,  p r o p e r t y ,  s a l e s ,  
e t  c e t e r a ,  b y  a g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  i t s  S U P i I o r t  or for sDecific facilities . .  
o r  s e r v i c e s ” .  ?hen t h e  t a x  d o e s  n o t  e e r v e  t h ?  g o v e r n n e n t  we c a n  
p r o p e r l y  r e f e r  t o  i t  a s  a f e e .  The s o l u r i o n  ;o t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  
c h a r g e  t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  a f e e .  The f e e  c a n  h e  b a s e d  on t h e  income 
t h e  c a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  d e r i v e  from c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s .  
c o u l d  be c h a r g e d .  The amount c o l l e c t e d  c o u l d ,  a f t e r  t h e  qovernment  
d e d u c t e d  i t ’ s  c o s t  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  be d i s p e r s e d  t o  t h e  a i r  waves 
t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m s .  
s o  t h a t  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  x o c l d  be f a i r  and  s o  t h a t  a i r  waves T ,V.  w o u l l  
be p r e s e r v e d  and  s o  t h a t ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  Democracy would be p r e s e r v e d .  

Up t o  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t  

I d o  n o t  know t h e  b o r n u l a  t h a t  would b e  j u s t  



An apolitical accountant (if one can be found) would know. 
)reci- A s  stated, there is ample precident for the fee solution. The 
jent scrubbers are one. I will include a newspaper article clipped from 

the Akron Beacon Jounnal (12/19/2002 issue) and relating to some 
excesses of telemarketers as another proposal of a fee solution to 
another problem. Such a fee would tend to remove the motive of 
cable T.V. to undermine air waves T.V. and they might adjus: their 
subscriber rates to nore accurately and fairly reflect their costs. 
The true cost of cable operations . . .  Denocracy destroying efforts 
and effects included, should be borne by the perpetrators, the cable 
companies. The cable companies "polute Democracy" they should be 
charged a fse to"c1ean it up". 

2 f  fects This proposed action, the fee solution, could have a beneficial 
effect on all television advertising. It could also hFve a positive 
eE;?ct on the quality of programming. The proposed solution will tend 
to level the playing field. Both air waves T.V. and cable T.V. can 
make a profit. In time, it is hopped a happy balance can be arrived 
at. If air waves T.V. grows by gaining viewers from cable T.V. then 
air waves T.V. will receive less from cable T.V. and cut-throat 
competition would tend to be removed as a node of operation -Tar the 
industry. In summary, there would be the off-setting force (the fee 
solution),which is not in place yet, that would provide redistribution 
of incone. 

;et tinq Finally, there is the matter of politics related to ,?etting this 
the fix proposal installed. 740 matter what specific form or wording this 
adopted proposal takes, it is sure to be opposed by the cable companies. I 

do believe this proposal cannot 'ze inplirnented by the FCC alone but 
the chairman of the % C C  is sure to be listened to more closely than 
nyself with no degree in law and no power other than that of citizen- 
ship. gut a letter or series of letters from the chairman of the FCC 
E o u l d  surely have a positive effect on those who can make this proposal 
into law. Does not the FCC charter, provided by the United States 
C o n g r e s s ,  suqgest that the. FCC would b e  pro7zrl.y operaring if it 
tended to be oriented in support of the measure presented here-in '? 
Please send me a list of names and addresses of pezsons I could send 
a c o p y  of this proposal to so that the measure stated could have a 
better chance of beins applied. ?lease feel free to make copies of 
this letter-report and s e . n d  them to whom ever you wish to advance 
the proposal. 

this matter. Thank you. 
Thanks. i bill thank you in advance here for any consideration you zive 

Sincerely 

Xark C. Plenins b.a. 

T A. c: : P 

CC:files o t h e r s  
Enc. : newspaper clipping, advertisement 
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CURTIS MATHES 13" lV 
Front and rear AN inputs 
and sleep timer. 
1-yr Product Replacement, 7.99 
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